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- == THE READDUT FACTS. ..

READOUT is the official publication of the
Stanislaus Amateyr Radio Association Inc.
"SARN® P.0. Box 4621, Modesto, LCA.95352.
Entered as third class mail at the il.5. Post
Office Modesto, CAR. 93352. Contributions to
READDUT ara always welcome and may be sub-
mitted to the editor, Bob Pirheiro, WABILD at
1221 Mist Flower £t . Modesto, CA. 33355,
SARA cowns and operates two F.M. repeaters.
145,39 WHz {~) located on Mt. Oso, 22 miles SW
of Modesto at an elevation of 3,378 feet. Our
220 MH:z repeater operated on Z23.68 MHz (-)
and i5 also located on Mt. Oso at an elevation
of 3,588 feet. Both repeaters are eguipped
with an autopatch for the use of SARA mesbers.
SARA owrs amd operates a Packet Digipeater
also located on M, Oso at 3,500 feet.
Frequency is 145,81 MHz. SARR  conducts in
informational ret on both repeaters each
Thursday evening at 889 pm with the exception
of holidays, GARA meets the third Tuesday of
eacth month at the Stanislaus County Ad-
ministration building at the corner of I2th
and H streets in downtown Modesto. Meetings
begin at 738 pm. GSARA is incorporated in the
State of California , is an affiliated club of
the FAmerican Radio Relay league (ARRL) and
Stanislaus County RACES, Dues are $15.08 per
annum and $7.58 for students up to sophomores
in college. Dues are pro-rated for nesly
Joining members from the date they join. ARRL
wepberships and GST renewals may be made
through the club with a %2.%0 cosmission
retained by SARA.

PRESIDENT
Denny Dugali..cvrneaaBBBPusanainnee s O74-3046

VICE PRESIDENT

Bud Pelletier.,.c., . MEDCV. vouninnnss. . B23-0877

SECRETARY
Laverne Landeros,..,KBGECF......cun.. . 578-5554

TREASURER
Bob Vreugdenhil.....N6OCS..usoesvesaa. 522-6127

HAPPENINGS

Next
SARA Meeting

AL BOYDEN, KBEDIV

CRUISING

"THE SEA OF CORTEZY

730 pm

BUDGET
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For nearly two weeks, area As evacuations were ordered,
Amateur radino cperatars authorities opened evac—
provided vital communication uatiorn centers at  the Tuo-
assistearce to the U.5. Forest lurmne County Faivprounds and

Service and the Califaorrnmia at Sonara High Schocl.
Department aof Forestry in Quickly, additional RAmateur
fightirg the giant Stamislaus stations were put om the air
Natiornal Forest complex fire. at these locations to
As  a resulit aof  lightrnirng provide health and welfare

strikes ar FAugust 32t h, (H&W) messapnes and assist
several fires broke out in the Red Cross. As the fires

the Tuc umrne County area grew, soc did the commitment
which several days later of Amateurs and their
burned together consuming equipment. Before it was
over 1Z2@0, 209 acres of prime  over, more than 10@ Amateurs
timber larnd irv Tuglumrne and had been pressed irnto
Mariposa Counties. It toak service from as far away as
ar arny af aver 13,22 Sacramento, Rernco and the San
firefighters to bring the Franciscao HRay FArea. The
fire under ecomtrol two weeks majority of the communica-—
later. The SBonora 147.945 MHz tions were handied by area
repeater, WEFEJ/R, was im—  two met er repgaters with
mediately desigrated the main assistance from several
Amateur communications link packet stations and area
with the fire as lorcal area digipeaters. The repeaters

Amateurs marshal led their used in addition to WEFEJ/R
eguipmernt and aquickly set up included, WEBEMFV/R {(145.17)
communications at strategic on Fowler Peak, WDEEJF /R
locations. Stations were set (145, 39 Modestoy  WEBXN/R,
up at the CDF and U.S5. Forest (147.903) Turlock and WEFGC/R

Service headguarters irn San (146. 115" at Confidence.
fAridreas  and Sonora. More Packet digipeaters used in—
stations were set up at major cluded WEBEMFV-4 on Bear Mirn.
staging areas including West— near Sarn Andreas and WERXN—]

side staging area and fire on Fremont Peak near
camp at Tuclumme City which
was threatened and evacuated. ... 00 Page 4 .....
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Mariposa. Packet ties were
established betweer the 0Of-
fice of Emergency Services in
Sacramento and Fresaoo. The
gigantic task of orgamizing
the Amateur effort was mainly
coordinated by Buart Wilcox,
WEFGE of Twain

Harte who ope-
rated for several days with
little or ro sleeo. A out -

starnding Job was done by all
Amateurs invalved, too many
to mewvt ion  here. However,
special credit is deserved by
WEFBC ard the Amateurs of

Tuclumne and Calavaras Cour—

The rnew Amatewr Radio video
nroduced by the ARRL is an
cutstanding producticn  ac-—
cordirng to - those who have
seer 1t. The 28 mirnte long
video is the fifth orie
progueced on Amateur Radio and
is called, "The New Worrld of

Amateur Ragio'. It was put
together wunder the guaidiwng
hrand of Roy  Neal, HEeDUE,
formerly of NBC~TA The

firgt mnatiomal showing was on
September Z@th when the
program  was  fed to the GTE
SGpacenet i satellite. The
program  is 38 mirnutes long
which includes a 1@ minute
introduct Lo, It was pro-

From Page 3 ...

ties who carried the load by
themselves for the first
several days before cutside

help could. be organired.
The entire effort was a
shirviing example o f
dedication of Amateur Radic

£ providing
communicat icons
need which is in

smergency
timgs of
the finest

in

tradition of Amateur Radio.
Ta all of those who helped
out, give yourselves a well

deserved pat on the back for
a Job WELL DONE! D

RADIOY WVIDED OUTSTANDING
duced in full colory  and
sterea sound ir a ™
magarine type furmat
partraying ARmateur Radimo
Firnancial orants were
received from  Icom, Yaesu
and Kenwood fto help finarnce
the effort. It*s no doubt,
the best production ever bput
topether on video tape and
will erntice rew recruits to
our  habby. Daw, WESEE,

usimp his backyard satellite
receiving station, taped the
orininal feed arnd the
propram will be shown at the
November 2lst meating of
SARA. DON'T MIBS IT.
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THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, INC.
SECTION MANAGER

54N JOAGUIN VALLEY
Charles P. McConnell W&DPD

In the recent election for Director and Vice Director
in the ARRL Pacific Division the incumbents Rod Stafford,
KB&ZV, and Jim Knochenhauer, K&6ITL, were the only candidates
so they were declared elected to 2 year terms that begin
January 1, 1983.

The following schedule for revision of the VEC Buestion
Fools has been announced. Elements 2 and 38 will be revised
and new tests will be used starting Nov. 1, 1989. Elements
3B and 4A will be revised and new tests will be used on Nov.
1, 1998. Element 4B will be revised and new teste used
beginning Nov. 1, 1988. The new question pools will be
released 6 months before the new tests will be used in
Amateur exams. BRRL LETTER VEN17.

AMSAT-OSCAR 18 should be available for use sometime
around November 2@, 1987. Because of the low angle of the
sun there is not enough illumination to charge the
spacecraft™s batteries. Listen to WiAW and the AMSAT nets
for more information as to when the spacecraft will be
available for use in late November or early December.

ARRL LETTER Y( A17,

The following call signs were issued in sequential order
by the FCC's Gettysburg, PA. computer as of September 1,
1987.

EXTRA....RAAGEE. ADVANCED...KI&XD.
GEN/TECH. . . NBRED NOVICE. . .KBETSA

All 2-by-1 format call signs have beer assigred in the 4th,
Sth and 6th call districts. 2—-by-8 format call sigrns from
the AR and AL prefix bloek are now being assigred to Extra
Class Amateurs in those districts.
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The September 15, 1987 meeting
of SARA wag called to order at

735D pm by Treasurer Bob,
N&OCS. Introduction of guests
and memnbers followed. The
treasurers report was given by
N&0OCS. Balance as of this
date is $1,3&4.95. Expenses
included $14@ to WAEZLO to

purchase a new printing head

for his printer with which he
does the club rewsletter.
$44. 00 to Budget Copy for
printing the newsletter.

$2Z. 43 for
the auto-
NVES for
machine.,

Urider

$02. 00 for stamps.

the telephone on

patch. $14.41 to
parts far the 220
Deposits of $£130.@7.
ald business, rrxthing to
report on the 228 to & meter
linking prablem. Lyrn, KBEDXX,
is chairman of the committee
looking into the linking
prablen. Comments received on
the San Jose 39 machine indi-
cates their signal appears to
be stronger in cur area. The
interference problem with the
2 meter machine does not ap-—
pear to  be as bad. The paging
camparny causing the problem is

willing to pay half the cost
of a rnotch filter if the
problem is determined to not
be their fault, NeDCS pave a

report on the DxPedition to
Alpine Cournty. Alpine was
not as rare a County as ex-
pected. Dinner-Dance tichkets
are awvailable and on sale.
Contact N&JTD, Lori . JTD

et ioned for the elub to pur—
chase flowers for the center
piece at the dirnner—~dance. No

segcond, mot ion withdrawn.
Motion made and carried to
spend $1@0 for miscellaneous
expenses for the dinner-
dance. Under new business,
it was arnnounced that new

license classes are under way
sponsered by SARA. Communi-—
cations for a bike run on
October 11th was discussed.
It was mentioned that several
S5ARA members have been get-
ting together for a ragchew
on 75 meters (3793) on Satur-—

day evenings at g pm.
Respectfully submitted by
Dottie, NeL.RZ for the

Secretary .

Front Page...Bill,
the Alpine Co. DxPedition.

WBESHE cperating on 15 meters during

More photos on Pages 7-8 & 9
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ALPINE DXPEDITION PHOTOS

The photos appearing on the next two pages are of the
Alping County DxPedition irn August which were tahken by
Larry, WDGCMI; Bob, WARAEZLDO and Bill, WRBRESHE. Half-ton-—
ing done by Gary KJ&GQ. We had hoped for a story from
the group, but rnone was received. The photo on the front
page was takenrn during the event and shows Bill Mathies,
WRBESHE, making contacts.

{1) Cape Horn Vista marks the spcoct where the crew set
up their camp and statiaon. (2) Looking down on the vista
pzint and the campsite looking East toward Nevada. (3
WREZLO calling CO 135, (4> Dave, NEPDF, operates from
his station setup in his camp trailer. (5> Bill, WB&SHE,
in the operating position as Laverne, KBBECF, looks on.

(6} Butternut Vertical guyed to the top of a nearby
rocky point. {7} Dermy, WBGE6P, chasing DX. 8> Jim,
NEKMR, checks out the sigrnals. {9} Joe, WREW, checks
cut the high Sierra scernery during a break. (1> WEESHE
making contacts.

{11 WDECMI's FT 1@l. {1&) WGEP checks the propane
tarks on his traililer. {13) WBEUJD, Tim, signs in while
HEGECF enjoys her apple. {14} WEBESHE's Yaesu 7537. (135}
Campsite from mnearby point. {16 Rudy, HKBG&6NSE. (17
Mother nature calls NGBOCS. (17 1/2) From 1left to right
Bob, N&OCS, Phil, WDBFFX and WGEP, Dermy. {17 3/4) WD@&-
FFX"s jeep overheats pulling the orade, {18} Joe, WOGW.

{19) Campsite. (2@ From left to right, Joe, WREW;
Enb, N6OCS and Larry, WDGCMI.

{21} Jim, NEKMR and Phil WDBFFX. (22> SBcenery. {(23)
WDELCMI with homebrew two meter beam. {24 Tom, NELSF
visits with Bcb, NE&OCS. (25) Campsite. {2&) More
equipment. (&7 Tim, WBGL.JD and Bob, N60CSE.
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WeSEBE, cour TVI Chairman,
that be received a
call from one of ocur members
earlier this month inguirino
about how to solve an inter-—

Dari.
told me

ference problem with cable
charmel 18 on the Modesto
Post—Newsweek System. Chan-—

riel 58, KSCH, from Sacramento
ie converted to charmel 18 on
the local system. The com-—
plaint was that everytime the
member keyed up in the 145 to

146 MHZ portion of the two
meter band it would cause
herringborne interference on

cable charnnel 18, Dan said
he tried it at his QTH and it
did the same thing. (My OTH
also.}) The reason for thisg
is because the cable company
iz feedirg charnnel 18 on
cable charmel E and the fre-—
guency of cable channel E is
145,25 MH=z. Darn figures that
the converter box sitting on
top of customers TV's are

picking up the
rals aorne that
causing the

amateur sig—
freaguency and
problem. Now,
how to solve it! Only one
way! Get the cable company to
abarndoned the use of 145,295
{(charmel E) as one of the
freguerncies tao feed their
customers. The other side of
this situation is the con—
stant carrier you hear on
145.25 MHz. That's leakage
from the same table system
feeding yaur house. It's
against the FCC ARules, but
uriless they get a lot of com-
plaints the local cable com—
parny isn't about to spend the
mceriey to  prevent the egress.
+++ Speaking of Dan, he has a
rnew son—in—law. Briarm McNaul-—
ty and Dan’s daughter Jen-
nifer were married in Septem—

ber. Dan says that he is
going to help Brian get hisg
ham license. +++ "Telecas—

sette" is a new satellite
delivered home wvideao buying
service which will premier on
October 15th. Viewers will be
able to order arnd download
(tape) home videos by dialing
arn 8@ riumber,. +++ ARRL Paci--
fic Division Director Rod
Btafford, HKRBZIV, reparts in
his Fall 1987 newsletter that
HOYs has decided now is not a

geod  time to be thinking
about building a museum /
visitors center at HQ's in

Newington, CT. The ARRL
Board has established a proog-—
ram for soliciting donations
to establish a transmitting
facility for WiAW (RRRL Sta—

Page 1@



tiorm) in  the Western U.S. If

built, it would serve the
Western U.85., Hawaii, the
U. 8. possessions in the Paci—

fic and RAlaska, The ARRL
statistics show that the Lea-
gue handles over S@0% of the
examinations given in the VEC
progranm. Rod puts out a very
riice newsletter, unfortunate—
ly, we don't have encugh room
irn cur newsletter to run it.
However, if you would like a
copy of it, contact me and I
will be glad to send it to
yoL. Don®'t forget our next
VE exams coming up on Decem-
ber 3rd and Sth. The exam on
the 3rd will be our first
attempt at a night session to
accommodate those peaople who
can't, or find it inconven—
ient to make the usual Satur-—
day sessiorn. While on the
subject, I would like heap a
burch of praise orn the Educa—

tional Committee, especially
Phil, WDOFFX, all of whom
have doneg an cutstanding job.

I hope we all realize the im-—
portant contributicon these
people and the program make
to the club. IFf you look at
the roster you will notice
that our membership has orown

to 184, which is an all time
high, angd if you look closer
yio o will see  the reasor.
Graduates From the SARA
license classes!!'! These:
classes are a tramendous
asset arid without t e

dedication and hard work of
the members who donate their

Page

time and expertise, it would
riot be possible. Also, my hat
is off to the VE teams who

work  through the Education
Committee and praovide the
test sessions on  a regular

basic to pive the students
the oppoertunity to take their
examinations. +++ I'm aware
of the fact that there were
scme errvors on the membership
roster that appeared in the
REAROUT last month. I'm
sorry that they cccurred. It
pot past me as we were in the
process of obtaining an en—
tirely new computer system.
Ar c¢ld list was used to load
the data from the old system
tc the rew one and I simply
didrn*t rniotice it. I will run
a corrected roster hopefully

rnext month. +++ I leave you
this month  with this little
voodie which 1 found in the

Amador County ARC riewsletter.
«asa 1t seems that two maiden
ladies scared to death of men

thought all kinds of awful
things would happen to them
if they got rnear a man. They
evern had a female cat they

wouldn®’t let out of the house

for the same reasor. Final-
ly, ore of them ran off and
got married and left on her

horneymoor. Her old rocmmate
received a telegram from the
riew bride which read:

" et out the Cat!"....
That's it for this month. 73,
Bob, WAGZILO
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By Phil Hartz, WDOFFX

The SARA Education Committee reason, this should be ad-
has for & long time attempted dressed and corrected. Not
to be of service to as many necessarily by the member,
people as possible and meet but certainly by .the teams

their individual needs. It involved. This has been
is our intent to continmue done and hopefully it will
this policy and expand it to answer most problems. The
it*s fullest. Some people test date of Baturday, De--
are urnable to attend ses- cember =, 1987 will remain
sions, both rclass and test, uncharged. We have a large
for reasons that are per~ amount of attendarnce on
sanal, Job, o religior re- those days. What is being
lated. This is most under- added, with the consent. of
standable and often regret- ocur VE's, is a Thursday
table. It poses the gues— evening test sessicor. This
tion that hopefully we can one is set for Thursday Dec-
arnswey in mast  respects.  ember 3rdy, 1987 at 7 pn;.
First, in the area of instru- Repgistration will begin for
ction, we have a team of peo— everyore at 630 pm . As it
ple that are highly motivated stards row, we will be look-—
and talented. In this team irng at having the exams at

are wvarious members who are Courty Center 3 in Modesto.
willing to work with students The room locationm to  be arn—

cutside «f the clase time. nounced. More to come on
These pecple will be put to—- this subject later. The
gether to  address the Satur—- following is a list of the
day class issue, and set up instructoers for the current
some study groups in the eve— class.

nings. This will come about Larry..... WDECMI. . v v o Turlock
soorn and may already be in LaVerrne. .. KBEELCF.....Modestao
the works when you read Phil......WDBFFX.....Modesto
this. If you are interested Dottie....NELRZ........Ceres

in finding out more about Bud.s......NEDCV......Manteca
this, please contact ore of PRBill......WAEDHP.......Ceres
the instructors listed below. Royeerenwe u NEPER. « . 4.« Modesta
S8econd, it has come up apain Dave......NEPOF,.......Ripon
that having a Baturday Exam Chuck.....NEPXP........Heyes
date can be &a problem for Whit..oe..oHKIBWB. ... Citrus
manry members. For whatever Heights
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VE Test
Sponsored by

Cbntact Person

County Center 3

¥}

63@
708
73@
80d

PR

DECEMEER 32, 1987 (((
({Thursday Night)

O o o'n v .20  WPM Code
Pil.-u.c.13 WPM Code
Bl s wom w0 WPM Code

Pi. ... Wiritten Tests

_______ a___..._....._....___—_...
DECEMBER 5, 1987 (<[«
(Saturday)

SOD amM......20 WPM Code
920 amM.awsex 13 WPM Code
1@ AMewmaes 5 WPM Code
NG6LRZ 5378785 1030 am.....Written Tests
Walkin's OK Modesto
T UE ExAMS IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIR

OCT 18 SUNNYVALE-———ww——-— W& BB —2 55020
DCT &1 EUREKA-=~————— o=l =T @7 ~44E-6631
GCT 25 NAPA————— == —m—— W—T@7-E24-1530
MOV § CHICO--——————m——— P-916~34&-1188
NOV 14 LOB ALTOS HILLS—=-W-4@8~255-380d
NOV 14 JACHBON—-———w=m—m———— e S@I-EL-4TT L
NOV 18 SUNNYVALE-————m——— W—428-2T5-3020
NOV 18 EUREHA-——-——r—————m— W—T7R7-442 6631
NOV 21 SONORA—~=—m—=————=m—— W-ER@3-58L-4317
DEC 3 MODESTD (NIGHT)——-W-2@3-537-2785
DEC & MDDESTD--————————— W—Eay-537-2783

P=PRE~REGISTER UNLY.
W=WALK-INS ONLY
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KB&UAW, LUVERNE DONKER, SILENT KEY AUGUST 29TH

It is with reoret will record the unexpected death of
new SARA member Luverne P. Donker, HBSUAW, who passed
away Rupgust 29th, 1987 in Modesto. Luverne recently
completed a SARA licernse class and had been awaiting

his Novice license, It arrived three weeks after his
death. Luverrne, 67, died of complications following a
heart attack and open heart surgery at Dococtors

Hospital. He was a retired Agricultural instructor at
Modestao Junior College . He was born in South Dakota
and lived most of his life in Modesto with his family.
He leaves his wife Ruthy, two sorns and daughters ard
twe grandchildren. L.uverne was laid to rest at
Lakewood Memorial Cemetery. SARA expresses it's
condolences to his family which includes his son—in—
law Rick Collins, KBBTTZ.

SARA SILENT KEYS

WEYIN. . ... Charles Barnes.......November 5, 1978

NEVZ. .o .w-Hernry Deeter.........July e 1979

HK6JFB. .- . Charlie Mendoza......November 13, 1979 69
WBEVUS. ... Richard Jensen.......January 21, 19481

WeBhle s ca-Will MoRAIPINE. .. r...FeDbruary igee 73
KAEBBVR. . . . Norman Goodwir.......U0October 2, 1982 61
WEFIQeuaeuBill Dalton...eeoe....December 20, 1982 7E
NEEEA. . - . . Buentin Goodrich.....March 18, 1983 &4
KEAYL. s waaleo Nepoteeiwasveanaw.oe July 1z, 1983 &
WEERE. .. ..Cliff Price.vcueuea..October S, 1983 69
WEOH. e s n s Tony Whites..cu.t ..o November £8, 1383 78

KeeDVA. . .. 8tephen Pereira......April 2, 1984 6L
WEBETUV....Bill Pornkow...eu-u.sa.July 19, 1984 &3
NEHFU). . - - . Edgar Martin.........May 14, 1945 &9
WBELSC. ... Blen ArNdrews.........May 9, 1985 43
NEDXB. .. -« Joe Parker, Sr.......January 14, 1986 &1
K&EPDE. s« « « Chuck Strobel........May 29, 1986 &5
KEKGOE. ... .Bob LeClert..canaeseJduly 13, 1986 71

KEEUAW. . « . Luverne Donker.......fAugust 29, 1987 &7
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A BETTER GROUNDING SYSTEM

Scientists working on an Army
Grounding Analysis report
have shown that grounding
with the standard 6' nmnetal
rod, or even several rods in
parallel, is often unsafe and

mare often inadequate for
good low-rnoise communicat-
ions. The bhave found that a

better ground can be estab-
lished by stapling a o2
length of st andard 1/8"
gtranded steel wire to the
earth every 4' with 6" pegs.
A 3 1b. hammer (irn lieu of
the usually 1@ lb sledgebam—
mer used with the ground rod)
would be sufficient to drive
in the pegs. Tests at all
sites in the courntry show
that surface wire to be from
32% to 9%% more efficient
that the &' grourding raod.

«=»sde WorldRadio
Thought for the day....
"The person who can smile
when things go wrong has

thought of someone they can
blame it an."

MOVING?

Let us know your
new address
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MAIL TO:

Sianislaus Amateur Radio

Association,Inc.
PO.Box460)1 Modesto, Ca 95352

FLASH!

A special program you won't want to miss is scheduled for
the November 21, 1987 SARA Meeting.
teur Radio!" video tape will be shown.
the first showing of this special program. See the story on

page 4 and make your plans to attend the meet ing.
Page 13

*"The New World of Ama-—
This will be one of
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Oct. 29, 1987......-4x...+5RARA Monthly Meetirg......730 om
Preagyram: Cruising the Sea of
Cortez with KBEDIV.

Nov. 17, 1987....ssan-usx.58ARA Monthly MEetirQe.ce.. 7380 DM
Nomiriation of 1988 officers.
Program: Video "The New World of
Amateur Radio"

Nov. &1, 1987.....0u22s....VE Test Columbia College.. 3080 am

Dec. 3, 1987..cvcnere....5ARA VE Test (Night Session)
County Center 3 630 pm

Dec. 5, 1987..v-.sessn+-+.5ARA VE Test Co. Ctr. 3...308 am

Dec. 15, 1987....+2cs4e4..5RRA Manthly Meet it s wee.. 738 Om
Election of 1988 officers.

Jan. 19, 1988...c40e:n.0-«8RARA Manthly MeetiviDQivs e 7258 pm

Fzb. 16, 1988....csc-ssuas5RARA Monthly Meat irng..w ... 73@ pm

SARA mests the third Tuesday of each month (except holidays)
at the Stanislaus County Administration Building at 1&th ard
H streets irn Modesto. The meetings are held in the lower—
ievel ronference room starting at 732 pm. Visitors are
we lcomna. '

r‘/
G S e Bulk Rate
v PAID
D‘ ;\ Permit No. S
o7 Modesto, Cakf.

Starislaus Amateur Radio Association, Inc.
P.0.Box 4601 Modesto,Ca 95352



