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Why Did | Become A Ham?

R

Frank NBYHY

My career in
RF1 had began
with a bang,
after only

one week as

a ham.

By Frank Massa, N6YHY

This Part 2 in a sarigs of stories involving the authar's AFI
problems which eventually led to open hostilities with his
neighbor who turned himénto the City and the FCC. Wa feft you
last month with Frank feeling comfortable that he could solve
his neighbor's RFl complaints. Frank soon found out that was
a major mistake. Here's part two,

The massive war against
RFI had begun. Ta begin with,
| started to scan the ham
magazines for RFt filters and
other solutions. Additionaliy, |
got on two meters and HF and
discussed the situation with
tellow hams. i also asked the
engineers at work for BFl and
technical advice. i'm fortunate
that the company that | work
for is in the communications
field,

I ended up with lols of ad-
vice, but what | didn't know
was that | had neglected to
determine the exact areas of
the RFi problems. | had a
hundred solutions for fifty dif-
ferent problems,

The first thing | did was to
pound in another 8 ft. ground
rod and optimize the ground
connections. Al equipment
grounds were clampedtoa 12

inch section of 1 inch diameter
copper pipe with a large
gauge wire used from the pipe
to the ground rods. The net
result was a more sfficient sta-
tion with much better signai
reports and the noise in the
system decreassd. ‘

Much to my chagrin, when
i checked with my nelghbur
the RFl was still there. The in-
iine phone fiiter solution
seemed like the next way to
go.

The first thing | found out
was that the filters | purchased
from the AT&T phone store did
not work on 10 meters, The
best filters | found were from
Richard Measures, AGBK,
6455 La Cumbre Rel. in Somis,
CA. 93066 {B05 4B2-3034) who
sells five complete sets of fil-

See 'HFI' Next Page
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‘RFF talked to them about my model R-5. They recom-
mended that | hoist the antenna to at least fifty feet o
as high as possible, With the help of Dave, N6YHZ
ters (capacitors and inductors) for and Merle, NGYLN , we mounted a 30 foot pole on top
around $7.00. These filters used alone,  of my roof at the 20 foot level of the house. Again the
or with torold beads and other reception and signal strength from my station im-
measures will take care of almosgt any  proved.

telephone RFl. However, cheap inex-
pensive telephones are simply impos-

sible to fix which is exactly what my NOTICE
neighbor has. These cheap phones are

devastated by only 5 watts at any fre- Time: A0
quency betow 50 MHz. and my neigh- Dm%q FE

bor has four them on two separate e //(/{, // ///./g ot
iines. Each telephone is worth less that Cocation Z/g////m //(/ //

$10.00.
_ ‘;7'(;;%()
Viotalion of Zoning Crdinance of City of Geres /f 2] éé

From Page 3

"Boy, did | have my work cut out for

me!* During a later visit to the local flea /g?d-g/z /200 2 /C_
: Sl e '

iw:arket, | bought an cld 1970 vintage 7L
g 2 To wit: Frre A/(N”‘ Aﬂd/{‘ RIS St

touch dial phone and gave it to my
neighbor to use until the AFI problems
were cleaned up but he refused to plug

,/t{”, /?—{KM/ e g /?ﬂh{{n e

It violation cannot be corrected immediately without undue

itin. hardship, please contact lhis oftice not later than 7@,(;
All the filters that | had installed on

my neighbors phones solved the prob- oy P
lem on some of the phones but not all, Signed: /z”l{g?
The next step was to implement some S0P CERES

of the advice that | got from other PLANNING DEPARTMENT
hamg_ 90 percent of the hams and 2220 Magnuolia Avenue - Ceres, Calif, 95307
technical people at work that | spoke

ta felt that the vertical antenna | was

using was the main problem. | knew, We quickly found oul that the additional height did
and | think those that | talked to knew, help the telephone RF! situation with my neighbor.
that antennas don't create RFI The net results of all three measures (grounding, AF!
problems. However, | decided to call filters and Increasing the height of the antenna) was
Cushcraft Antenna Company and

See 'RFI’ Page 16
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SARA Minutes

By Linda Frankiin, N6REB
Club Secretary

The July 17,1990 meeting was called to
order at 7:30 pm by President Phil, WDOFFX.
Introductions were made by 18 members and
guests. Phil also introduced two members of
the current ham class, Doug and Deima
Strauch of Voita. Bob, WABZLO made a mo-
tion to accept the minutes of the last meeting
as printed in The READOUT. Joe, KBBYYT
seconded the motion and it carried.

Treasurer ALN6SAE gave the following
report. Beginning batance of the General Ac-
count as of 8/19/90 was $1,429.38. Three
deposils totaling $63.00 were made bringing
the total to $1,512.38. Eight checks were wtit-
ten for a total of $475.36 for the usual expen-
ses, (printing, postage, phone, etc.) bringing
the Genera! Account balance to $1,037.02 as
of 7/17/90.

The Fund Ralser Account balance as of
6/19/90 was $1,247.55 with 4 deposits totaling
$810.00 bringing the balance to $2,157.55.
One check for the amount of $500 was written
to the winner of the club raffle and a .50 deduc-
tion for a bank check charge brought the
balance to $1,657.05. Another partial deposit
{(funds from the fireworks booth activities) of
$191.18 was made 7/17/90, bringing the
balance of the Fund Raiser Account to
$1,848.23 as of 7/17/90. The yeatly rental fee
of $50.00 for the Mt. Oso 220 site was also paid
along with the previously mentioned expen-

ses. To date the club has no outstanding biils.
A motion was made to accept the Treasurers
report, seconded and carried. A letter of con-
gratulations was written to the Garoineli
Majors of Turlock, who was the winner of the
club raffle by Al, NBSAE and read to the as-
sembly by Phil, WDOFFX.

NESAE reported he received a phone call
from one of the members, who had sold &
considerable amount of raffle tickets, request-
ing some kind of correspondence from the
club noting the winner of the reffle. The pur-
pose was to post It at the location where most
of the ticksts were sold, After discussion,
Bob,WABZLO made a motion 10 compose a
letter of thanks for their help and support in
the raffie and direct it to the member to fit the
circumstances in regards to the winner of the
raffle. The motion was seconded and cauried.

WDOFFX read a letter from the Madesto
City Schools regarding the approvat of &
modified permit for SARA to operate a club |
station at Downey High School in room 51. He
also expressed thanks to all those instrumen-
tal in this achievement and suggested the
August meeting be held at the Downey site,
Bob,WABZLO said that waiting until the Sep-
tember meeting might be more advantageous,
since more members would be back from
vacations and a better attendance could be
had. Also the extratime to prepare and get the
station site set up would be good. it was
agreed by the assembly that the September
18,1920 meeling would be held at Downey
High Schoot in room 51. Dave, N6YHZ and

See ‘Minutes’ Page 6

The READOUT

Page &

August 1990




'‘Minutes

From Page 5

Merle, NBYLN said they would see that a map
showlng access to parking and room 51 would
get to WABZLO to be put in The READOUT
belore the September meeting.

A break was taken at 8:05 pm and the
meellng resumed at 8:20 pm with Phil,
WODOFFX thanking all those whose participa-
tlon in the fireworks booths has increased the
Fund Raiser Account for the repeater equip-
ment. He reported SARA put in close to 75%
of the work at the Turlock booth, and we will
know later exactly what the clubs portion
would be.

Under new business Bob, WABZLO an-
nounced that BABA member Skip, NGZAA has
offered to stand the expense of installing an
autopatch terminal In Tracy If SARA would
allow it to be tied-in our exsisting system. Phil
noted that to expand this feature would pro-
vide those members in the Tracy area the
advantage of toll free calls.

Concerns that unauthorized and some il-
legal autopatch calls might increase as a

result were expressed. |t was decided to
reprint the DO’s and DON'T's of using the
autopatch in The BREADOUT in hopes that this
would remind members about the proper use
of the system.

Ways to gain more control over the
repeater with a new controller as well ag
muting the autopalch touch tones will also be
looked at. LeRoy, NVSE 1ade a motion that
we permit N6ZAA to bursue an autopatch ter-
minal for Tracy (as a full duplex,not a simplex
operation) open to all SABA members, with all
engineering coordinated through Leroy,
NV&S, The motion was seconded and carried,

WAGBZLO motioned that the club's
digipeater on Mt. Oso be moved to 145.79
MHz so members in the outlaying areas would
have access to the NBREB Modesto BBS. The
motion was secended and approved,

The evenings raffie was won by Al NG6SAE.
The sliver plated candle holder centerpiece,
was donated back for the next raffle. The
meeting was adjourned at 9,10 pm, Hespect-
fully submitted by Secretary N6REB.

Downey tligh School,

September 18th Meeting

Mark September 18, 16980 on your calendars. That is the date of the
SARA club meeting which will be held at our new club station in room 51 at
You will have an opportunity to inspect the station
and do some operating if you want. There will be plenty of parking at the
m school and next month we will print a map of the school and where to park.
I Plan to be on hand and help us get the club station off to a good start.

The READOUT

Page 6

August 1990




Introduction To Packet Radio

Far 2

Ernie Rader, K6UWV|

Packet is tor
rag chewers,
the tratfic
handler, the
experimenter
and the casual
operator.

By Ermnie Aader, K6UVI

Last month, in part one, |
introduced you to some of the
things that can be done with
packet radio. This month we'll
take our discussion a bit further
with a taik about the Terminal
Nade Controller {TNC), that lit-
tie black box that does iis
magic so well.

Data to be transmitied over
the air is collected in this little
black box and is sent in bursis
or packets of information;
hence the name. As you type
your message into your com-
puter, the TNG stores your
characters in its memory.
When the TNC receives a
predetermined amount of infor-
mation, up to 256 characters, it
spits out a packet in about a
secand or two. The rest of the
time your statlon is silent as Is
the frequency that you are
operating on,

One can see that several
people can use the frequency
at the same time and never
know that others are there. The
TNG makes this happen as it
knows not to transmit its bursts

of information when someone
else Is using the frequency.
Also, you don't know that there
are others on the channel be-
cause you only see messages
from the one, or several sta-
tiens, that you areconnected to
unless you are Just copylng the
mail.

Here's something that might
surprise you. When you are on
a regular FM repeater frequen-
cy ready to make a transmis-
sian, {tis considered courteous :
to monitor for a moment or two
fo see if the channel s In use.
Not on packet. Just tune to
your desired frequency, make
your call, or connection as it's
called, and know that you will
never interfere with another
QS0. Ourmagic black box, the
TNCGC, makes certaln that
doesn't happen.

Another nice thing about
packet communication is that
all information is received error
free. (That is as ertor free as
the person at the keyboard

See Packet Page 13
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Fund Raiser Successful
Gross $1701.00

The 1800 SARA club raffle was a anather very successful event thanks to you. Accarding
to the club’s treasurer, the ciub received a total $1,701 in donations. The winner of the graﬁd
prize was Carolnell Majors of Turlock. ‘

After being contacted, Carolnell opted for the $500 cash prize instead of the gun. The
winning ticket was sold by Tony Rose, WABKO!, of Turiock. Several SARA members sold over
20 tickets apiece and two members | NBEKV and KAGWDY sold 20 tickets apiece.

Hete's the breakdown,

NBEKY . . .. 80 KABWBY . .. 90 wBewQtL . . 80
NELSA .. .. 80 KBeRHD . . .. 70 N6JEN |, . . 80
NBSAE .. . . 55 WABKOY . . . . 50 KJ8YZ . . ., 50
WDOFFX . .. 30 NQeH ... .. 30 N6LRB . .. 30
WBESHE . . 30 NBTIV. .. ... 3D N6YHZ . .. 30
NeLHL . ... 30 NBYJR . . . .. 20 KBevl .. .. 20
NeTTR .. .. 20 KABTIO . ... 20 NBOCS . .. 20
NBKDJ .. .. 20

In addition, many members sold at least 10tickets. Together with $191,18 in fireworks safes
this brings our equipment fund to total to $1,848.23.

Additionally, more money is yet to be received from our share of the manpower provided for
the fireworks booths. It's expected that our equipment fund witl be well over $2,000 by the time
all funds have been tabulated. Thank you for your support! We couldn’t have done it without
your help.

SARA Digi To 145.79 MHz

At the July meeting of SARA, the club avenue to yet to the Modesto packet BBS
approved the moving of the club's digipeater, (N6REB-1). The only expense will be the
WDGEJF-1, from 145.07 to 145,97 MHz, purchase of a new crystals and some retun-

The move Is being made 1o enable mem-  iNd. 1t's expected that the change will occur

bers and visitors outside the Modesto areaan  Within the next 45 days.

The READOUT Page 8 August 1990




Give Your Floppy
A Bath!

If you spill some llquid (like water or cof-
fes) onto your floppy diskette don't despair-
you can give your floppy a bath!

Wash your hands to rid them of as much
body oll as possible, Then Insert your finger
into the spindle hole and move the diskette in
the sleeve away from the edge so you don’t
cut it. Carefully cut the edge off of the sleeve
as you might cut open an envelope with scis-
sors. Do the same thing with another edge.

Take out the diskette, being very careful
not to crease it by bending it too much.

Wash the diskette in luke warm water and
mild soap (dish soap is good). Rinse and
clean. Don't use paper towels, but use a soft
cloth to pat {not rub) it dry. Let it air-dry until
it is petfectly dry.

Cut open a new diskette, but this time only
cut one edge off. Throw away the diskeite,
you'll anly use the new sleeve. Carefully insert
the washed diskette inlo the new sleeve and
put a write protect tab on It

Insert the diskette into the drive and copy
the contents to vour hard disk or onto a fresh
floppy. You have just saved the data. Then
discard the old floppy that you iust gave a
bath.

When Does You
License Expire ?

TVI Prompts Rock
Throwing

Wai'sonvilfe- A dispute over ham radlo
transmissions that interfere with telephones
in a Watsonville neighborhood escalated into
rock throwing deputies said.

Residents who live near the ham radio
operator In the 100 bleck of Carnation Avenue
have complained to the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, Pacific Bell and the
Monterey County Shertiff's Oept., about the
interference to their telephones according to
deputies.

The 34-year old ham operator has sald he
does not know why his set-up interferes with
the phones, but maintaing he is operating
legally.

Around 10 pm Friday night, a deputy wa
calied to the ham's home to investigate
reports of someone was throwing rocks at
his home. While the deputy was talking to the
ham, they both heard the sound of rocks
hitting the house. The deputy went into the
back hedroom and saw a neighbor thrawing
rocks at the home. The ham radio operator
told deputies his neighbor challenged him to
a fight earlier in the day, The neighbor ad-
mitted throwing rocks, telling the deputy he
hoped it would make him stop using his radio.
Deputies made no afrests,

- Thanks NPS Amateur Radio Club
Newslettar, Monterey as reprinted from a
Santa Cruz newspaper story.
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FCC Wavies Code For
Handicapped Operators

King Hussein & President Bush Interceed

With the help ot Jordan’s King Hussein,
J¥1, and President George Bush, the FCC has
made a dramatlc policy reversal fowards the
handicapped FEffective immediately,
Amateurs with mental or physical handicaps
can qualify for a complete wavier of the 13 and
20 wpm Morse code examination required to
uparade to General, Advanced and Extra
Class, Disabled applicants are still requiredto
pass the 5 wpm Novice code test, but now,
need only identity certain phrases or charac-
ters,

Al of this aresult of a letter mailed to King
Hussein by handicapped Johnstown, Fa,
Amateur Tom MceMillen, WB3HGW. McMillen
a Techniclan class Hcensee for 15 years, has
epilepsy and is paralyzed and confined to a
wheslGhair,

Though he is an active DDXer and net control
operator, he has been unable to achieve an
upgraded license because of his handicap.
According to his doctor, McMiilen’s disability
combined with the medication that he lakes.
prevents him from increasing his code speed
even after extended study and practice.

The FOC originally denied McMillen's re-
quest in keeping with it long-time traditional
policy that the requirement for code proficien-
cy bethe same tor everyone, McMillen wrote,
*For an epileptic, it doesn't matter how the
code test is given. There may be epileptics

who have passed 20 wpm but it {the code)
doesn’t affect everyone the same. It is affected
by the speed that the brain wiil process the
information and where the damage to the
brain is.”

The FCC originally suggested to McMillen
that he conltact the Handi-Hams group, which
assists handlcapped applicants, for hetp. In-
stead he wrote about his situation to King
Husseln, The King contacted President Bush
and asked his help. Bush referred the request
to the State Department who reviewed the
request. Hussein was advised that the U.S,
government would try to help McMillen,

It is not clear who exactly contacted the
+CC, but someone did, and it was suggested
that they change their policy immediately.

On June 13, McMillen received a phone call
from the FCC to advise him his request for a
wavier of the 13 wpm requirement was
granted. A letter of confirmation was received
shortly thereafter.

V.E.'s around the country have been asked
by the FCC lo implement immediately, two
new procedures, The first to make additional
accommodations for handicapped examinees
who have a special problem in proving that
they have mastered the required code speed.
Wheare it is warranted, handicapped ex-

See Neaxt Page
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First 'SOS’ Via CW

April 15, 1912 is a date that has gone
down in radio history. That was the date that
Marconi Wireiess operator Jack Philiips
radioed the first SOS via Morse code that the
Titanic had struck an iceberg and was sinking
fast in the North Atiantic,

Previously, the letters...CQD., were used
as the international distress cail. The S0OS
from the Titanic was first heard by a 17 year
old in Newfoundland. The radic operator of

Did You Know

The name of the person for whom the
basic unit of electrical current, the ampere, Is
named is Andre Marie Ampere (1775-18396).
He was the person who first applied the action
of electric current on a magnet that was first
applied to {elegraphy in 1820. Thus the basic
unit of electrical current, the ampere, derives
it's name from Mr. Ampere.

Tony Rose, WASKOI

the nearest ship {the Californian, only 10 miles
away) was not on duty and did not hear the
S08,

Another liner, the Garpathia, was able to
save 712 persons, but over 1,500 lives were
lost including Radioman Phillips. tncidently,
after all these years, Morse code signs off at
sea in 1883 when the satellite-based Global
Maritime Distress and Satety System takes
over,

Handicapped Wavier
From Page 10

aminees will be given the choice of taking the
code exam one sentence, or one phrase, of ;
one word, or even one character at a time.
Where warranted, a sending test should be
substituted for the receiving test.

Second, adopt the following new FCC
policy regarding request for these type of
waivers. |

1. The examinee now holds aleast a Novice
class operator license; and,

2 The examinee requests a waivers of Sec-
tion 87.511 for element 1 {(B) (13 wpm) or 1
(C) 20 wpm and;

3. The examinee submits a physician's cer-
tificate stating that, due to a severe handicap
under the 1988 Developmental Disabilities
Act, the examinee is unable to meet the 13 or
20 wpm requirement. The FCC plans to
change 87.505 to reflect this new policy.

-Excerpted from W5YI Raport
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Better Known Hams
Around The World

Francesco Cossiga . . . . . . ..

HETA. « i owms s om= g smws 56 Bhumibol Adulyade
BYC o.o: smews s pan s v.ag Ba Howard Hughes . .
EAOJC .. .. . .. .. ... ... JuanCarlos
HIsMMJ ... ..Manny Moto. . . .
JY1 e King Hussein. . . .
IOFCG . . .. . .. ... .. . ...

WaNSD .. L Wayne Green . | .
K20RS .. .. .Jean Shepherd . .
WBAKCG .. ... .. ... ..., Honnle Miisap . . .
WBACZDY . . o sww 5 2 52 6 37as Chet Atkins . . . .
BaliB: sww w2 pma 5 oms ¢ 2o Arthur Godfrey . |
WBLFL ... . .« . Owen Garriot , . |
WABBGA . . ... ....... .. Ray Noble ., . ., .
KeDUE ... .. ... .. ... .., Roy Neal

¥B2GSD . .. . ... Walter Cronkite
WeEZY ... L Curtis LeMay . . .
Ex-KATEVD . ... ... ... . .. Donny Osmond . .
WABIOG . .. ... ... ... .. VernonOrr . . ..,
NK7U - c ... Joe Rudi

WBBRER .. ............ Andy Devine . . . .
FOsGQ ... ... . . . .Marlon Brando | |
WeUK . ... ... .. ... ... AlvinoRay . . . ..
KpuGa .0 L Barry Goldwater . . . . .
WATWYN . . .. . ... Andy Griffith . . . |
YMTAS L L Anastasio Somoza

King of Thailand
Late millionaire
.+« .. . King of Spain
Ex baseball player
King of Jordan
.+ . .. President, ltaly
Publisher of 73 Magazine
.......... Author and humorist
Country Muslc singer
Famous Nashvlile guitarist
....... Late Radio-TV personality
NASA Astronaut
Big Band Leader
. .« .. Retired NBC Newsman

. Retired CBS Newsman
Retired 4 star General
........... Singer-Entertainer
Former Sec. of Air Force
.. . . ..Former baseball player
Late actor
................ Movie Star
Big Band Leader
.. .. .Former .8 Senatar
.......... T.V. and Movle actor
........ Late Dictator Nicaragua

............

................

The son of the late Shah of tran was once EP1MP. The Callbook does not show that call

issued at this time. However, the King of Jordan, JY1, King Hussein, apparently also holds an
franian cali, EP1JY.

Ed's Note: if you know of a better known ham that's not on this list, piease let me know.
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New 'White Pages’ Packet Server

AD8E & KGIYK

Forthose of you on packet, inquires to the
White Pages are now made to ADS8! in Ohio.
White Pages inquiries are sent to determine
the home BBS of packet stations and were
formally sent te WDBCMU in Richmond.

Although CMU still maintains the server,
the service is very sporadic at best. With the
change to AD8l comes a slightly ditferent for-
mat for obtaining information. The new for-
mat is;

Send command:

SFP WP @ ADSI.OH.USA.NA (enter) X

Title of message: Query
Text of massage: Callsign ? (enter)
Ctrl-Z2  (enter)

An inguiry can include more than one
callsign tn the messnge text, but unlike
before, each call must be on a separate line.
For example:

WBEXK ?

WABZLO ?

WRBeUJD 7

-Thanks Fred, K6RAU.

{enter)

Packet

From Page7?

your call, or connection as it's called, and
know that you will never interfere with another
Q380. Our magic black box, the TNC, makes
certain that doesn't happen.

Another nice thing about packet com-
munication is that all information is received
error free. (That is as error free as the person
at the keyboard types ith) As the data is
received it's continuously checked for errors,
and it isn't accepted unless it's correct, You
don't miss the information if it has errors
though, because if it isn't accepted, the
receiving station instructs the sending station
to send |t again and again untll it's correct.
However, the theory involved in that operation

5 asubject for further consideration at a taler
time. Yes, Nellie, there are repeaters in pack-
et. Only on packet they're called digipeaters.
They are simplex operations and occupy a
single frequency, as opposed to the common
two-frequency repeaters used for volce com-
munications. Cne can link from digipeater to
digipeater to extend one's range tremendous-
y. It takes a little longer to carry on a QSO
this way because of the time involved
digipeating infarmation, but it can be dane.
Most of my packet communication Is by way
of Rullefin Board Systems, BRASs for short
We can lalk about them next time.  73's for
now, Ernie
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MorseMan Plus

Product Review - By, K8UWVI , Springfield. Or .

By far this is the
best CW
Tutor you can buy!

Having troubie copying CGW and your bet-
ter half doesn't know any mare about it than
you? Tired of the QRM on 20 meters and still
you want to upgrade your license?0Or do you
just like to copy errar free code at "your’
speed? Here's a solution that only involves
access to an 1BM computer or a clone.

There is a CW program available that only
costs $24.95 plus S&H and is by far the very
best CW tutor i've found.it’s called Mor-
seman Plus (MM+).It's even pretty if you

| have a color monitor. GG, QST, and 73 are
currently advertising this program.

I've had mine for about a month and feel
confident with the extra code already MM+
fets you choose your own method of prac-
tice.You can pick from random characters,
random words, or realistic random callsigns
- you can even select the option that allows
the callsigns to vary in speed and frequency
so that it sounds like a real pileup.

The program has the capabiiity of sending
a self created ASCIl text file. You can place
script commands within a text file so that you
can control certain aspects of the transmis-
sion, drop to a text editor, drop to DOS or
just simply enler characters on the keyhoard

and have them firanslated into Morse and
sent via the speaker.

The QS0 monitor feature sends realistic
sounding Q50s with random stations calling
each other carrying on realistic conversa-
tions.Here, there are over 20 TRILLION pos-
sible different QS0s that can be
generated. The chances of running over the
same conversation are very remote--not like
listening to and memorizing a tape.

An *Effective Speed" parameter has been
implemented in the program that allows very
straightforward Farnsworth implementation.
This means that the characters themselves
can be set for a certain speed while the spac-
ing between them can be lengthened. In-
stead of learning the code by the number of
dots and dashes, a quick sound is created
and the letter recognition is from that sound.

tf, while you are tearning Morse Code, you
fun across several letters that are particularly
difficult, the program will send only those
letters until you have them down pat.

The TEACH mode is particularly helpful
for those just learning as the easiest letters
are learned first.it's aciually & course on
disk.After the code is learned, random
VEC/FCO tests can be generated and graded
to make certain that you are ready tor the
actual examination,

Again, 1 highly recommend this program
and suggest it for the new student as well as
the accomplished operator.73's, Ermie--
KBLVI,
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‘Get Me Off In
Richmond?

A traveling salesman boarded an Amtraktrain in Miami,
Flotida in route to New York City. He promptly contacted
the porter and advised him that he was going to get some
sleep, and that he wanted to get off in Richmond, Va .

He told the porter that he was a very heavy sleepar and
that he would probably resist his efforts to arouse him and
get him off in Richmond. He instructed the porter to be
persistent and make sure he got off in Richmond. He then
gave the porter $20.00 for his trouble,

The porter assured hMm that he would fulfill his wishes,
As it turned out, the salesman slept through and did not
wake up untif the train was pulling into New York Gity.

He got off the train looking for the porter. We he found
him, he berated him something awful in the presence of
many bystanders. After the salesman walked off one of the
bystanders tried to console the porter.

The bystander said.. *“Boy, he was sure mad and carry-
ing on!* The porter replied, "If you think he was mad , you
should have heard the guy ! put off in Richmond.”

Big Ships

Big ships always have three letters in froni
of their names. The United States has USS for
United States Ship. England has HMS for Her
Majesty’s Ship and ftaly fias AMB for 'Alsa My
Boat,

LR R R R A AL RN

B BN R MW M ORTAD M MR S SR NN N N W M MR M WA A A M m e W w ey

AN EN R N B M MR o o A e W me o

-nnn—-ﬂhnuu--—---------------------anJ

Tim Bosma, WBBUJD

Mert Maxweil, NBYLN

Sherrill, WBBWHK
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Mental Midget Invades

Area Repeaters

For the past few weeks a deranged in-
dividual has been harassing area repeaters
including the SARA repeaters with foul lan-
guage. Judging from the sound of volce, he
appears to be a young male. His signal into
the repealer Is failly weak and sounds like a
walkie talkie. His fou!l language has been
heard on 145.21 and some Sacramento area
machines. He appears to be famiiiar with
repeater protocol and likes to insert his foul
remarks during Q80's onthe hang tail and our
Thursday night net. His remarks have been
particularly offensive towards women. Hé&
doesn't stay around very long or respond to
remarks about him.

As areminder, the best way to handlethese
situations is to ignore the individual and NQT
ACKNOWLEDGE the fact that you heard him.
Making comments to, of about, such a person
only adds fuel to his fire. Because his signal
Is 50 weak, it can be easily wiped cut wilh a
stronger signal.

So, the minute you hear him, key downan
him and wipe out his signal and let's try to
prevent his remarks from getting on the air.
Don't mention what you're doingl  Let's not
encourage him to increase his power. Alsa,
listen on the 2M Input and let's see if we can
get a heading on him. Report any information
to NVES.

TNC Needed

The club is looking for a TNC for use
with the new club station at Downey High
Schaol.  As part of our contract with the
schodd, the club has pramised (o sel up
classes for students who are interested in
Amateur Radio. The club has already
received a donated computer which will ba
used in the packst station, the only thing
that is needed now is a TNG. If anyone has
a TNC they would like to donate or sell to the
club ata good price, contact Leroy, NVES at
523-4727.

'RFI’ From Page 4 ..almost total elimina-
tion of all telephone RFI problems. The
neighbor and | felt at this point that the
problem was manageable.

i had worked on the RFl problem for 3
weeks and felt good about the situation
when | hit the road on company business
which took me out of state. The day |
arrived home, an official from the City of
Ceres was parked in front of my house
writing me a citation for vioiating city or-
dinances with my antenna.

Next momth....what can you do when

focal governmant officials try to impose
unreasonable restrictions on Amateur an-

lennas.
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Phone Patch Rules

The ability to Interconnect our eguipment
with public telephone aystems is a great
privilege we as Radio Amaleurs in the United
States enjoy. The public interest has been
well served by Amateurs with such facilities.
However, it is a privilege thatis often abused.
The Amateur radio 2ervice is not a common
cartier and its primary purpose is not the han-
dling of and routing messages on behalf of
noen-amateurs.

However, third-party communications as
an incidental part of Amateur radio adds an
important dimension to our public service
capabilities. We must remember that interna-
tiona! phone patches are anly permitted
where there are third-party agreements In
place with the governments of those foreign
governments,

Phone patches or autopatches involving
the business affairs of any party are
prohibited. Particular caution must be exer-
cised in calling any business telephones,
Calls placed to order a commercial product or
to ascertain its availability Is prohibited as are
calls to one's office to leave or receive busli-
ness related messages. Patches should be
kept as brief as possible, as a courtesy to
other Amateurs.

. It is sometimes confusing, especially to
new members, as to what is permitted and
what is not. Autopatches and phone patches
in general, have long been a source of irrita-
tiop to the FGC because of violations of the

rules specliicatly as they apply to forbidden
business communicatione. The list balow
represents excerpts from a letter writlen by
the FCO in reply to a letter received inquiring
about third party traific and business calls,

The FCCT answered the following queshons
as YES ar NO!

1. Can you use an autopatch to secure a
grocery list for home nesds? YES

2. Can you use an aultopatch to secure a
personal appointment? YES (Qualified as
being yes only so long as the appointment is
with & spouse or friends and not of a business
nature, f.e making a dentist appeintment
would be prohibited.

3. May the autopatch be used to report an
emorgency such as a fire or aceident? YES

4. May other criminal, civil, or traffic offen-
ses, (Le. robberios, fights, drunik drivers, etc.)
be reportad? YES

5. Assuming that a telophons line is tied up
(party lines, otc.) can the Autopatch be used
to contact a plumber or slectrician in case of
a plumbing or efactrical emargency? YES

8, Can you use the awlopateh to help
banevolettt, non-profit organizations suych as
the Lions Clubs, Heart Fund, Boy Scouts,
etc.? YES

7. Canthe autopatch be usedto call inan
order (o a cafe or pizza shop? NO

8 Can the autopatch be used ta call an
efectronics store (o inquire about electronic

See ‘Patches’ Next Page
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A ’Sparkling’ Success

By Steve Faries, NEEKY

Hot on the heels of our successful raffle,
the joint effort of SARA and the Central Valley
Youth Services {l.e. The Sea Scouts) in the
sale of fireworks, has resulted in the deposit
of $1,045.84 ta the SARA treasury. While Milt
McKeun of CV.Y.8. was pleased with the
total sales, a new Turlock location is already
in the planning stage for next year. This new
lceation witl be much higher saie area.

Our veolunteers earned $7.39 per hour
ftotal of 136 hours} for the booth time they
donated. Something that we should stress for
next year is the presale of flreworks assort-
ments. Itis interesting to note that on presales
of $1981.00, out cut was $57.30.

‘Patches’

From Page 17

noads for an Amatsur station? NO

8. Gan an awlopatch ba used (o rafay
scores and descriptions of plays at a sporting
avant? NOQ

10.Can the autopatch be used to make
airfina, bus or train resarvations? NO

1%, Can the autopatch be used to cancel
an appointment with & dentist, doctor or attor-
ney? (Personal appointment) NO

My special thanks to Jo, N6SAH and Char-
lie, KJBGE, for the phone hours they spent
filling-up the time slots. without their efforts
this fundraiser would not have succeeded!!

Milt has already invited SARA to work with
them next season and our expectations for
next year are *skyrocketing®. Thanks to the
following members who volunteered their
time:

WEDSM, AA6TQ, N6SZZ, NBSAH,
NEJTLDNBY HM, NQ6&H, WABOHP, KABWRBY ,
NE6YHZ, KB6CCL, KieYQ, WDOFFX, NELSA,
N6OCS, NBSAE, KCECJUX, WBBPJY, N6TIV,
KJBGE, NBYHY .

My sincere thanks! 73, Steve,

12. Can the autopatch ba used to contacdt
a licensed health care provider in an amer-
gancy? NO

13. Can you use the autopatch to call a
tow lruck for yourself or somaone that broken
down along the road? NO (Qualified to non-
emergency situation). ft's OK if its an emar-
goncy l.e. removal from a hazardous location
such as in the roadway.

14, Can an autopatch be used to call the
weather station for a weather report.  YES
(Quiaiitied for use by the Amaleur only and not
to be rebroadcast for the general public.
Remember patches can not be used for
broadcasting.
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Editor’s Notes

By Bob Pinheiro, WA6ZLO

This has been an exciting summer for
SARA. Several successful fund raisers have
filled the equipment coffer for much needed
new equipment and our membership con-
tinues to grow with the addition of several new
and renewing members. Welcome to Doug
and Deima Strauch of Los Banos, Both are
currently enrclled in the SARA license class
and will be getting their Novice licenses short-
iy,

Welcome to Frederick Robbins, KK&FH of
Madesto and Edward McCabe, N6ZWR of Tur-
lock. Fred is retired and recently earned his
Advanced class license. Edward is a new
Technivian and a sludenl, Vveiconme back
Bruce Johnston, NK6G of Oakdale; Randy
Anderson, KIBAG, a convenience store supetr-
visor in Modesto; Witliam Luebke, KAGDJR,
astroenomy professor at Modesto Junior Col-
lege; Ed Lacy, KABCXR, a highway transpor-
tologist (truck driver) and Mary Loveland,
KCBJYD, of Groveland. Mary is the wife of
Chuck, NW6G and a retired bookkespar. Our
membership now stands at 170 and climbing.

* We are greatful to Stan Harter, KH6GBX,
of the State Office of Emergency Services in
Sacramento who generously donated to the
fund to replace the stolen talkie of
Mark WBER.N.

Stan’s only connection to SARA is through

The READOUL. This is not the first time that
Stan has pitched in and helped the cause.
Thank You Stan!

® [ egislation it being introduced in
Washington, D.C. to make it a Federal offense
to make a false distress calls to the Coast
Guard. The proposed penaity would be five
years in prison and a $20,000 fine. Last month,
a false distress call led Goast Guard officials
to discount a real distress call from a father
and son aboard a sinking boat, Both are miss-
ing and presumed dead.

® The professor in a foreign studles class
got more that she bargained for during a
recent final exam aession. After giving out the
test papers the professor settled back in her
chair and slipped the headphones of her FM
receiver on her head for some soothing music.

Sur'!dn,nl\’:' a vnira Avarrade tha cwoaot )
music and said, "lhe number 2 subjective
question is E-X-C-I-T-E-D.* The shocked
professor contacted university officlals who
quickly learned the identity of the offenders.

it was later learned that the students had
an FM receiver and miniature earphane with
which they were copying the signals, Mini-
sized transmitters capable of short distances
are readily available from Korea and a smail
price. They operate in the 76-108 MHz FM
band.

e Don’t forget our special September
18,1920 club meeting we be held at our new
club station at Downey High School, room 51,
Plan to be there and help us celebrate the
apening of the station. 73, Bob.
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-- Calendar --

Aug. 21,1990 ., . .. .. SARA Monthly Meeting . . . .. .. 730 pm

Sept. 18, 1990 . . .. .. SARA Monthly Meeting ... .. .. 730 pm
Club Station Room 51 Downey High School

Oct. 12-14. 1990 . . . . . Pacific Division Convention . . . .3 days
LeBaron Hotel, San Jose

Nov. 20,1990 . . .. .. SARA Monthly Meeting . . . . ... 730 pm

Dec. 18, 1990 .. .. .. SARA Monthly Meeting . ... ... 730 pm

SARA meets the third Tuesday of each month (except holldays) at
the Stanislaus County Administration Building at 12th and H streets in
downtown Modesto. The meetings are held in the lower-level con-
ference room starting at 730 pm. Visitors and interested parties are
" welcome.,
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