Stanislaus Amateur Radio Assoc.

Mt. Oso Access Story
The Mt. Oso Access Story

By Bob Pinheiro, WA6ZLO

(This is the story of a group of Amateur Radio operators in the Modesto area
who banded together to build a radio repeater system on Mr. Oso in 1975, 19
miles west of Modesto and gaining access to Mt. Oso over a private road.  This

led to the birth of the Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association.)

Sometime in 1975 Chet Jensen, W6XK, was in (QSO (ham radio contact) with
Dave Metts, WA6MNM who at the time lived in the Los Angeles area. During the
conversation Dave mentioned that he was a broadcast engineer and inquired
about any jobs in the Modesto area. Chet told Dave that Channel 19 in Modesto
was looking for a Chief Engineer. Channel 19 was owned by Chester Smith and
operated from studios on Iowa Ave west of Modesto. Their transmitter was

located on Mt. Oso in the Coast Range mountains west of Westley, CA.
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Dave applied for the job and was hired. Shortly thereafter Dave hired his friend
Chuck Dort, K6PSJ, as his assistance engineer.

Back in those days FCC regulations required close monitoring of remotely located
transmitters that required Dave and Chuck to make weekly trips to Mt. Oso.
Channel 19’s transmitter was located in a small building constructed on the
ridge just south of the South Peak of Mt. Oso. The elevation was right at 3,000
feet. A small tower was erected next to the building to hold the TV antenna.

To reach the top of Mt. Oso required Dave and Chuck, and other radio
technicians, had to travel over what is known as the Ingram Creek road, a dusty
rough private dirt road that made it's was from the beginning at Interstate
highway 5 at the Westley off ramp the 7 miles to the top of Mt. Oso.

The road passed over the property of 3 different land owners, Ed Filbin and his
family at the bottom, the Gerber family in the middle and the top which
belonged to the Fisher family.

During their many trips to the top Dave and Chuck became well acquainted with
the Paul Gerber and his son-in-law and at one point installed a CB radio system
in their homes and vehicles for communications on their ranch which covered

hundreds of acres in the area.

Dave and Chuck, both active hams at the time, were aware of the fact that
Modesto did not have a 2 meter repeater. The only repeaters in this area at the
time was the Stockton repeater, 146.88 MHz and the Turlock ARC repeater,
WR6ALG, located on Mt. Bullion near Mariposa. They began thinking of putting
on a repeater and what better place to put it than on Mt. Oso, the third highest
point in Stanislaus County at jover 3,360 feet. As best I can recall this was late
1974 when they decided to go for it.
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The first task was selecting a frequency pair in the 2M band, which was not
going to be an easy task. Back in those days the 2 meter band was only 2 MHz
wide, 146-148 Mhz. and the band was full in all most the entire state. After
studying the problem for several weeks they decided that they should be able to
use 146.73/13 which was a pair sanctioned to the Santa Rosa Amateur Radio
Club in Sonoma County. Their thinking was that by pointing several beams
directly at Modesto that the repeater would not interfere with Santa Rosa. They
decided to go forward with the plan.
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Although they never got official permission, they decided they put a repeater
inside the Channel 19 building on Mt. Oso and mount antennas on the side of
the TV antenna tower. They started to gather and purchase the equipment need
including several pieces of surplus equipment belonging to channel 19 that
became part of a homebrew repeater. Dave and Chuck contributed many
hours of their time and money on the project and on December 10, 1975,
WR6AHQ/6, came on the air from Mt. Oso. In those days the FCC required
" calls. WR6AHQ belonged to
Dave Metts and was licensed to a Southern California location. Thus the portable

repeaters to be licensed and assigned “WR—-

6 designation was necessary for operation from Mt. Oso.

After several weeks of operation many local hams became aware of the machine
and started to order crystals:--..yes crystals for their 2 meter rigs. I remember
the most popular 2M handheld in those days was the Wilson walkie talkie.

Interest and usage of the repeater grew as time went by. After several months
of operations Dave and Chuck decided that it was time for local hams to come
together and support the machine. Area hams were invited to first meeting
which was held on January 29, 1976 at the studios of radio station KBEE located
at 13th and I streets next to the Modesto Bee building downtown Modesto. Chet
Jensen was working there at the time and made the arrangements for the use of
studio A for the evening. There was around 35 local area hams there.

Dave and Chuck explained what had been done and what they hoped to do in
the way of improvements with help from the local hams. Dave and Chuck had
selected the name Stanislaus Amateur Radio Group as the official name of the
group. Donations were made by those in attendance to purchase equipment.
It was decided to form a club in order to support the repeater and thus the
beginning of the club. Within a few months the name of the club was changed
to Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association and name selected by Dave and Chuck.
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I don’t have a real clear recollection of all the hams that were there for the first
meeting but here are the ones I can remember.

W6KU Bob Huff. WA60YP, Mel McCoy. Clyde Brasher, WB6QJU. Charlie
Harding, K6SWW. Jack Smith, WA600X. Chet Jensen, W6XK. CIliff Price,
WG6ERE. Bob Pinheiro, WA6ZLO. Dave Metts, WA6MNM. Chuck Dort, K6PSJ.
Jack Scanlon, WG6OIN. Hugh Avary, W6CD. Don Butterfield, WA6QWY. Frank
Wheeler, W6MMH. Tim Bosma, WB6UID. Butch Miller, K6LR]. CIiff Price,
W6ERE. Tom Hedges, WB6DSK. Carl Cilker, WB6FZK. Sam Okuye, WB6NVR.

Dave was selected as the first President of the club. He, Chuck and Tim Bosma
were named to the technical committee and with the funds provided by the
group, Dave and Chuck started to purchase equipment. The first purchase was
for Andrews Hard-line to replace the used stuff they had initially installed. They
then bought five or six Cushcraft beams which were eventually side mounted on
the Channel 19 tower on Mt. Oso.

Records show that the group met on January 29, 1976 in the banquet room at
the rear of Sambo’s Pancake House at 926 McHenry Ave. Modesto. By that time
the membership stood at 24 local hams and donations to that date totaled
$150. Donations were received from Joe Siebert Communications, Don
Reichling, W6UGC, Frank Belcher, W6NKX, Jack Scanlon, W60OIN, Bob Pinheiro,
WAG6ZLO, Mel McCoy, WAB0YP, Chet and Karen Jensen, WA6JRZ and WA6GTC
and Dan Cron, W6SBE. The next meeting was scheduled for February 17, 1976
at Sambo’s.

The next record we have is of the March 6, 1976 at in the banquet room at the
rear of Sambo’s Pancake House 926 McHenry Ave in Modesto. I believe the
group continued to meet at Sambo’s and continued to grow. At that time
membership was at 40.
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In the meeting announcement for the May 19, 1976 meeting at Sambo’s, the
membership had grown to 30 and items to be discussed at the meeting included
RACES, incorporation and bylaws. More slides of the repeater were shown.

In July of 1976 paid members was at 43 and the next meeting at Sambo’s was
on July 21, 1976. The main topic of discussion was touch-tone interfacing for
the planned autopatch to be installed on the repeater. Additional donations were
requested to fund 450 MHz equipment needed for the autopatch because no
there were no telephone lines on Mt. Oso.

A one page newsletter was published in early September 1976 announcing the
next meeting of the group was set for September 22, 1976 at Sambo’s. The
announcements indicated that an auction was being planned to bring in more
funds and an election of officers would take place. Weekly nets were
established about this time on Wednesday nights at 8 PM.

I could not find any more records after September 22, 1976 until the first club
newsletter was printed on December 1, 1977.

In the spring of 1977 friction developed between Dave and Chuck and some of
the officers of the club over the operation of the repeater. The club wanted
more input into purchases and changes. As 1 recall additional problems
revolved around access to Mt. Oso. The friction heated to the point that
unscheduled meeting of club officers and members and Dave and Chuck was
held at the Sundial Restaurant on McHenry. At this meeting Dave and Chuck
invited the son-in-law of land owner Paul Gerber. All I can remember about the
meeting was that Dave and Chuck were very unhappy at the developments and
told the club that they (Chuck and Dave) were the only ones authorized to use
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the road to Mt. Oso and specifically that portion that passed over the Gerber

Ranch and Gerber’s son-in-law confirmed the information.

Relations with Dave and Chuck from this point on deteriorated rapidly which led
to Dave and Chuck deciding to severe relations with the club and they shut down
the repeater and removed it from Mt. Oso on May 15, 1977. It was at this time
that Dave left Channel 19 and accepted a job with McClatchy Broadcasting in
Sacramento. The hard-line, beams and a few other items which had been
purchased with club money were delivered to my home by Dave and Chuck and

dropped off.

I asked Dave if the club could purchase the repeater itself. He was willing to
sell the repeater with the exception of the transmitter. He said he had another
transmitter which he would install in the system if the club was agreeable.

A meeting of club officers was held and it was decided to purchase the modified
repeater from Dave and try to put it back on the air on Mt. Oso. I was asked to
handle the negotiations. Dave was contacted in Sacramento and agree to sell
the machine for $200. The club borrowed $100 from Mel Coy, WA60OYP and
$100 from Bob Huff, W6KU in order to make the purchase. On May 28, 1977,
Tim Bosma, WB6UID and I drove to Sacramento in Tim’s van and picked up the

repeater.

We knew it was going to be difficult to get the machine back on Mt. Oso because
of the access problem over Gerber’s property. It became apparent that Dave
and Chuck had created a less that favorable impression of the club in the eyes
of Paul Gerber and his son-in-law and securing permission to use the road over

their property was going to be a big obstacle.

In the interim it was decided to install the machine in Tim’s, WB6UID, garage
which was done when we got back from Sacramento on May 28, 1977. It was
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hooked to a Ringo Ranger on the roof of his garage off El Vista Ave. near
Scenic. Needless to say, the coverage was very limited. I remember the
machine was down more than it was up. It keep burning up the 6146’s in the
transmitter final. If I recall correctly, Jack Scanlon, W60OIN, became our club
technician about that time. He was a two-way radio tech at the time.

The repeater operated from Tim’s garage for a week when we got permission to
install the repeater at the tallest building in Modesto at the time, the Reed
Center at 12th and J streets in downtown Modesto.This was made possible with
the help of a gentleman named Ray Thompson. I don't recall how we met Ray,
but as it turn out he became a strong supporter of the club.

The tower being the highest point in Modesto was the best low-level site in the
City at the time. Elevation was around 150 feet.  The roof of the tower was
crawling with commercial 2-way radio antennas. The tower was owned by the
George Reed family and Ray was hired to manage the leasing of spots in the
penthouse and space on the tower for antennas. Ray was kind enough to give
us a spot at no charge. We also learned that Ray also managed the Fisher
property which included the top of Mt Oso.

We explained to Ray our situation and desire to return to Mt. Oso. He said that
he could give us permission to cross the Fisher property and later offered us a
small shack to put the repeater in. He said that there two other landowners
whose permission we would need in order to use the Ingram Creek access road.
Ed Filbin owned the property at the mouth of the road and Paul Gerber had the
section in the middle.

Around this time I contacted Chester Smith, owner of Channel 19, to ask
permission to put the repeater back in his building on Mt. Oso if we could secure
the rights to use the road. Chester said that he was not aware of the fact the
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repeater had been in his building. We gave him the information on how it all
began.  After hearing the details Chester gave us permission to return the
repeater to the building. He pointed out the problem with access and wished us
luck in securing the road usage rights.

It was about this time that the club got caught up in events, which we had
nothing to do with, that prevented us from gaining access to Mt. Oso for nearly
4 years. The event was a feud which developed between Ed Filbin, the
landowner at the beginning of the Mt. Oso road and Paul Gerber. The feud was
started by Filbin and his father who wanted to charge everyone crossing their
property to access the Mt. Oso road a fee. Many words and hard feeling had
already been exchanged.

The main gate accessing the road had several locks on it placed their by various
users of the road. In addition to the Gerber’'s and Ray Thompson (Fisher
property manager) several two-way radio companies who serviced radio
equipment on Mt. Oso had locks on the gates.

As tensions escalated the Filbins began cutting locks off the gate and replacing
them with their own locks hoping to force the issue.  This infuriated the
Gerbers and radio techs and further escalated situation. The situation at times
involved tacks and nails being placed on the roadway which resulted in may flat
tires and at one point firearms being brandished by the Filbins.

Needless to say, this was not the time to be asking for permission to use the
road. The mess ended up in a lawsuit being filed by Gerber and others against
Filbin. Within weeks of the suit being filed, a temporary injunction was issued
by a Superior County Judge in Stanislaus County. An injunction is a temporary
legal procedure used by the courts to in essence “put a lid” on the problem until
the matter can be heard in court which could take 2 years or more in civil
cases. In the injunction the Judge ordered that Filbin not interfere with the
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Mt. Oso after a rare dusting of snow.. This photo coutesy of the Stanislaus Amateur
Radio Association.

rights of Gerber or the radio techs to use the road. He ordered that those
people who had been legally using the road at the time of the lawsuit be
allowed to continue to use the road without interference from the Filbins. He
ordered that NO NEW traffic would be allowed to use the road. This point
caught us.

Gerber was ordered to oil the dirt road twice a year to keep down dust which
was one of the things that the Filbins objected to in the first place. As a result of
all this, we knew we were going to be off Mt. Oso for the duration of the
dispute.
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As luck would have it, in the summer of 1977, radio station KTRB in Modesto
were making plans to upgrade their FM station, KHOP, and had purchased
property on Black Butte Mountain just West of Tracy off Coral Hollow Rd. The
elevation was just over 1,000 feet. With the help of Cal Purviance, K6BII, CIiff
Price, W6ERE, retired employees of KTRB and Randy Hill, KTRB’s chief engineer
at the time, permission was obtained to install our repeater at their new Black
Butt site and mount our antennas on their 380 foot tower to be erected at the
site.

The repeater was moved from the Sealy Tower to Black Butte on December 3,
1977. A crew of SARA members help with mounting the Cushcraft beams on
the side KHOP’s tower. Other members installed the repeater. Late that
afternoon the job was finished. Because the PG&E had not installed the
electricity yet, the club brought along a generator which was fired up to power
the repeater. The repeater was on the air for a couple of hours before closing up
shop late that afternoon.

On December 12, 1977 the power was connected to Black Butte and the
repeater was on the air on 13/73.

Before we could put the repeater on the air we needed a repeater license. The
club did not have one, and the FCC had put a freeze on issuing anymore at that

time. Having severed relations with Dave Metts we could no longer use
WR6AHQ.

I don’t remember who suggested it, but a suggestion was made to ask the
Turlock Amateur Radio Club for help. SARA asked TARC for permission to use
their repeater license to cover our repeater. TARC was very helpful to us and

granted the request. Their repeater call, WR6ALG with a portable 6 attached.
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The technical problems with the old tube type repeater continued on Black Butte
with many failures. It was around this time the club began thinking about ways
to gather the funds to buy a new solid state repeater. The first effort in this
regard came on April 29, 1978 when the club held it’s first auction a Elk’s Lodge
on McHenry Ave. It was a huge success bringing in over $750. The second club
auction was held on October 21, 1978 at the Empire Community Center. Grady,
K6IXA, was the auctioneer for both events. Much of the surplus equipment we

sold had been donated to us by radio station KTRB. Just over $600 was raised.

In May of 1978 the club purchased it’s first liability insurance policy and started
the process to incorporate the club. Gil Goularte, W6SQR, in Turlock was most
helpful with this process. He introduced us to a local attorney who was kind
enough to prepare the incorporation papers at no charge to the club. The
October 5, 1978 READOUT indicated that the papers were filed with the State in
the fall of 1978.

Meanwhile the interference problems with Santa Rosa continued to plague us
and the feelings between the 2 clubs was less than desirable.

Sometime in May 1978 the FCC deregulated their repeater operation rules and
eliminated the requirement for individual repeater licenses. The club applied for
a club license at that time and was issued WD6EJF. Under the new rules the

club call with the RPT identifier was assigned to the repeater.

In March of 1978 the club borrowed $700 from Mel McCoy, WA6QOYP and Bob
Huff, W6KU and together with donations and monies received from our two
auctions the order for our new solid state machine was place. The Spectrum
Communications repeater was ordered and received in July of 1978. It was
promptly installed on Black Butte Mountain on 146.13 MHz. The installation
crew included Les Lester, W6LHQ; Charlie Mendoza, K6JFS; Jim Cupp, WD6CYZ
and myself.
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It was around this time that the FCC added 2 more KHz to the bottom portion
of the 2 meter repeater band (146.00 to 144.00) that made available more
repeater pairs. The club discussed applying for one of the pairs and on June 1,
1978 the club voted to switch to 145.39 MHz. We applied for the pair and a
sanction from the Northern Amateur Relay Council (NARRC) was received
(#409) for the pair. On October 15, 1978 the club switched to the new pair.
Jack Scanlon, WG6OIN, did the technical work including the retuning of the

duplexer which proved to be a bear.

Although the Black Butte site was better than what we had, it still was not as
good as Mt. Oso. The walkie-talkie coverage in Modesto was not good and the
site did not look well to areas south of Turlock.

Not knowing if the club would ever get back on Mt. Oso we decided to seek
other possibilities. We had established a good relationship with the County at
which time had a vault on Mt. Rushing just East of Knights Ferry. We asked
permission to operate a repeater from there. We learned that the county was
leasing the spot and access to it from the California Department of Forestry
and they had been involved in a dispute with the land owner regarding access
and rent issues. These issues were never satisfactorily resolved and we were

denied access

Several club members were active at that time in the club’s history and were
responsible for the strides we made. They included,

W6KU, Bob Huff;, WAG6SHV, Lee MacKenzie; Denny Stewart, WA60EC. Mel
McCoy, WAG6QOYP. Cliff Price, W6ERE. Jack Scanlon, WG6OIN. Les Lester,
W6LHQ. Pat Patterson, K6AYA. Leo Nepote, K6AYA. Mac MacKenzie, W6QDL.
LaVonne Scanlon, WB6PJY. Gil Goulart, W6SQR. Ray Olive, WA60QF. Rudy
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Lundquist, W6SM. Chet Jensen, W6XK. Charlie Mendoza, K6JFS. Grady
Williams, K6IXA. Ray Hildreth, WD6CEV, Bob Crawford. Dave Carlton,
WD6EZL. Dan Cron, W6SBE. Allen Woods, WA60OYF. Jim Cupp, WD6CYZ. Bill
Dalton, W6FIQ. Don Butterfield, WA6QWY. Larry Manning, WD6CMI, Cal
Purviance , K6BII and Bob Pinheiro, WA6ZLO.

In 1980 our fortunes improved when Bill Pietz, W6AFS, joined the club. Bill had
just retired from the Bureau of Reclamation and had been living in Tracy. He
moved to Modesto to help care for his aging in-laws. Bill mentioned that the
Bureau had a radio vault on Mt. Oso and felt that they may be receptive to
allowing SARA to place our repeater in their vault which could be used as a back
in case of an emergency.

Although we knew that even if permission was received we were still faced with
the problem of access over the Ingram Creek Road. The club voted to pursue
the site. AFS paved the way and after a lengthy period of negotiations,
permission was granted by the Bureau to use the site on June 17, 1982. The
club signed a 10 year contract which specifically stated that the matter of access
to Mt. Oso was entirely up to SARA to obtain. WA6ZLO was working on the
access problem.

It was sometime during the summer of 1982 that the lawsuit involving Ingram
Creek Road was settled out of court by those involved. By this time, as
mentioned, we had secured permission from 2 of the 3 land owners to cross
their property. I don’t recall the exact date, but sometime in the summer of
1982 I called Paul Gerber and asked to meet with him and talk to him about the
access. He agreed and Bob Huff, W6KU and I met Mr. Gerber at his ranch in the
canyon. He was pleasant to us and ask questions about the club and our
intentions. He seemed to be more receptive and the end of the meeting but he
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would neither say no or yes to our request. I also recall sending him a letter

asking permission and never received a response.

After this meeting the club discussed the situation and conferred with Ray
Thompson for his perspective. Ray, who had known Mr. Gerber for many years
prior to this time, suggested that we had nothing to lose by going ahead and use
the road. He felt that in the absence of a definitive “no” from Mr. Gerber that
he probably would not object. We decided to go for it and we never had any
problems.

In early 1982 the club began discussions on putting on a 220 MHz repeater. On
August 25 of that year the order was placed for a new solid state Spectrum
repeaters. The club secured a sanction from NAARC of operation on 223.68
MHz. The machine arrived on November 5, 1982. There was a problem with
the repeater self-oscillating and it had to be returned to the factory. The
machine was repaired by the factory and sent back to us. It was installed in the
Bureau of Reclamation building on Mt. Oso. On January 2, 1983. In the
meantime the 2 meter repeater continued to operate from Black Butte when the
220 machine was installed on Mt. Oso. Funds to purchase the machine came
from a raffle the club conducted. The grand prize was a .357 Magnum Colt
Phython firearm. We made over $3,000 on that raffle alone.

We began using the Ingram Creek road in conjunction with the 220 machine in
the Bureau of Reclamation vault.

In October of 1983 we had the opportunity to purchase a new Hamtronics 2
meter repeater and a Wacom duplexer from N6DXB in Stockton who was going
to put on a packet repeater and changed his mind. We got a good buy. The
thinking was we could use it as a backup repeater to the Spectrum.
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Shortly after deciding to use the Ingram Creek road again, Ray Thompson
offered the club free space and electricity in one of his buildings on the eastern
face of Mt. Oso. The building was an small building constructed of particle board
with a tin corrugated roof. There was a 50 ft Rohn next to the building. It satin

the spot where our present day repeater is located today.

The club decided to put the Hamtronics repeater on the air from the Thompson
site. The thinking at the time was we did not want to put all of our “eggs” , so-
to-speak , in one basket on Mt. Oso in case we lost access again. Therefore we
decided to keep the main Spectrum repeater installed on Black Butte until we
saw how things went on Mt. Oso. The Hamtronics repeater was installed on
October 15, 1983. The antenna, an Isopole, was mounted on the adjacent

tower.

So, at this point in our history we had out 220 machine operating in the Bureau
of Reclamation site and the 2 meter backup machine in the Thompson building
about 200 yards down the eastside of Mt. Oso at about 3300 feet and our main

2 meter machine on Black Butte.

It wasn’t until April 7, 1985 the club moved the Spectrum 2M repeater from
Black Butte to Mt. Oso and relinquished the site on Black Butte. It was housed in
the old particle board tin roof shack provided free of charge, including the

electricity, by Ray Thompson.

Late in 1988 the club acquired an old cargo box (bread delivery) with the idea of
transporting it to Mt. Oso to house the 2 meter machine. Ray Thompson’s
building was in bad shape at the time. We later changed our minds and
decided to build a new building next to the old one. SARA member Don Fink,
N6GGB, of Tracy drew up the plans and lead the crew in constructing the
building which is still in use today. Shortly after the nice new building. with
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much more space. was finished the club elected to move the 220 Machine down
from the Bureau of Reclamation site to the new building. The packet repeater
stayed in the Bureau’s building at that time operating on 145.07. Sometime
around 1996 the club obtained our 440 repeater and put it on the air on Mt.
Oso.

/3,

Bob Pinheiro, WA6ZLO
Charter Member of SARA

October 2003

P.S — In 2003 SARA presented me with a life-time membersip in SARA and nice plague to place on
my office wall . I appreciate the recognition, but I would like to share this award with my fellow
ham-radio operators without whose help and support this would not have been possible. Thank

You.
/s/ Bob Pinheiro
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SARA president Ed Hanna, KF6FIR, (L) presents the life-time membership
award to Bob Pinheiro, WA6ZLO in 2003,
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SARA builds new repeaater home on Mt. Oso
In the Spring of 1989 the Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association (SARA) built a new building
on Mt. Oso to house their repeaters. The original building occupied by the club was “thrown

together” with particle board and corrugated tin roofing by Ray Thompson, the then property
manager.
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SARA Repeater Building on Mt . Oso west of Modesto, CA

1. The original building which was built with particle board and corrugated tin roofing.
2. Side view of the original building.

3. Under pinning’s of the new building.

4. New building framed.

5. Work on the framing.

6. Steel siding for the walls and roof are put in place

7. Don Fink, N6GGB, head of the construction crew working on the door jam.
8.Crew stands back a for a look at how their doing. The old building is on the right.
9. Long shot of new building taking shape.

10.Crew stands back a for a look at how their doing. The old building is on the right
11. SARA club president, Phil Hartz, WDOFFX, checks the insulation.

12. Cliff Kachline, KB6QLI, installing more insulation.

13.Missing
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14.Don, N6GGB, puts the finishing touches of the building.

15. The nearly finished project.

16. Don, N6GGB, inspects the interior.

17. The interior with the sheet rock and work bench up and the repeater rack in place.

The official newsletter of the Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association
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Node. Type = © SARA “then “C
WASZLO-1." The deadline for articles
is the L3th of the preceding month. Ar-
ticles regarding religion or politics are
nat accepted,

Editar
Dob Pinheira, WAGZLO
1221 Miist Flawer CL
Modeste, CA, 95355
209-523-5850
Ar ARRL affiliared club !

ARRE membership may be paid
through SARA with the club re-
taiming & 52.00 commission.
Please send vour ARRE
barship form aloemg with your
check made payvable to SARMA.
We will deduet the $2.00 and
send 8 check to the ARRL.

Mount Sutro:

Evolution

Members and friends sometimes asic
us to republish certain articles. With
meny new members, and old ones
with memories no beffer than mine,
rome old gems are af good as new
affer a few years. Here's one rthat
originally appeared in February
1986, Pease keep in mindg that the
Fizgures quoted are in 1986 dollars
Your guess iz av good as mine as to
whal the fower would cost in fodavs
dollars. —ed.

n February 21, 1986 the

Mount Sutro television tower

will be 15 wears old, The
planning for the tower, however, be-
gan in 1956 when ABC first applied
to the FCC for approval to build a
tall tower on Mount Sutro overlook-
ing the city by the bay. The final au-
thorization for construction of the
tower came in February 1966 when
the San Francisco Planning Commis-
sion approved a conditional use per-
mit for the site.

Transmitting sites

Befiore the erection of the Sutrg Tow-
er, TV broadcasting in San Francisco
originated in three locations. During
the formative days in the late 1940°s,
as licenses were issued, stations opted
for different transmitting sites. KPIX,
Channel 5 broadeasted from the top of
the Mark Hopkins Hotel on Neb Hill.
KGO-TV Channel 7 chosc Mount
Sutro and KRON-TV, Channcl 4, se-
lected Mount San Bruno, 3 1/2 miles
south of the city. KSAN-TV, a UHF
pioneer, jeined KGO-TV on Mount
Sutro when they came on the air.
KOVR Channel 13 (Stockton) erccted
their transmitting site en Mt Diablo
cast of San Francisco that covered the
Sacramento Valley and the Bay Area,

Commen tower was neaded

It was apparent from the beginning
that a commeon tower would offer ad-
vantages to all area broadcasters. The

of a tower

problems encountered were location and
ownership, Two sites were under con-
sideration, Mount Sutro and Mount San
Bruno, The latner was finally ruled out
because of ils proximily to the San
Francisco International Airport. The
cwnership problem was solved with the
formation of a corporation consisting of
ABC, Westinghouse, Cox Broadcasting
and Chronicle Broadcasting. Experts
from the four companies joined consult-
anis, engineers and designers from
many disciplines in all phases of the
project,

Construction begin in 1871

Construction began in lale Fcbruary
1971 with footings cut into the undis-
turbed rock of the mountain. Grade
beams were channcled 1o connect the
three legs to prevent Seismic shifting.
After the footings were dug, which were
cach 36 feet square and 18 feet thick,
pouring the concrete presenied a logisti-
cal problem coordination ten vard ca-
pacity trucks, pouring every few min-
utes for 24 hours a total of 1100 cubic
vards of concrete for each footing, The
foundations, cach a 14-foot cube, were
then poured for each of the footings
with the grade beams poured last.

The raising of the steel presented
major problems. The crection of the
first 300 feet of the 977 fool structure
went without incident with the steel
members raised by a ground-based
cranc. Above 300 feet a special basket
boom was fabricated which swung
from leg to leg within the center of the
three legs of the tower, Support of the
basket was by a series of cables ai-
tached to the legs. Afler the boom was
in place {a major accomplishment be-
cause of its 300-foot length) constric-
tion resumed at an accelerated pace,

When ground crews lost visual
contact with those aloft because of the
famous San Franeisco fog, radio con-
tact kept work flowing. Wind was the
greatest hazard as the height increased.
There are times on Mt Sutro when vou

See "Sutro tower™ page 9
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FCC Rules interpretation backs repeater
licensees in evicting unwelcome users

The Federal Communications Commis-
sion has told the attorney for asouthern Cali-
fornia radie club that the license holder 1o
itsrepeater can kick any ham off the system
that he decms unfit touse the machine. In
doing sa, the FCC scems 10 have st the
stagefor & total re-evaluation of the way every
repeater in the nationis operated.

The issue of what rights a repeater lic-
ecnsee hasover the control of his repealer
came into sharp focus onFebruary 19th.
This, in a letier of interpretation of Sec-
tion 97:205 (e) of theAmateur Scrvicc
Rules Section 97,203 (¢} says in part— and
wefuole—" Limiting the use of a repeater o
only cemain usersiations is permissible,™
That language has been on the books for
years, Some ropeater lictnsess are probably
not aware the ruleexists, much less under-
stand the power it gives them. Momower, until
now the FOC has given repeater licensocs

But 2 far parrower reading has now come
acthe result of a request for darification sought
by Raids, N6OMS of Omange, California,
Raids is the attomeyropresenting the Claremant
Amateur Repeater Association in itsfight
againg some umwanbad uwers o it's repeaters,

In preparation of a <ivil complaint
against one user, Raids wrote tothe FOC's
Private Radio Burcau (o find outl cxactly
where his cliemt stood in regard to Part
97.205 (). His inquiry was answered by Per-
sonal Radio Branch Chief John B. Johnsion,
W3IBE. Johnston is well versed in Part 97
regulatory matters in that be was the guiding
hand that crafied the latest version. Afier
quoting section 97.205 (e), Johnston added
the rule applics whether a repeader is coondi-
nated as an “open” or “closed”  repeater. In
fact, Johnston said, * Rule 97.205 (¢) with-
ot qualification, permits the individiml ne-
sponsible for proper operation of a repeater 1o
limit the use of a repeater 10 sons Stations. ™

The legal action taken by CLARA was
a civil action asking for a restraining onder
against Tim W, Scawolf, KISKE, of (Quail
Valley, California Johnston's letier was ac-
cepted by the court as evidence in the case
heard by an Orange County California
Court Municipal Court judge.

After hearing the cvidence, the judge
ruled for the radio club and pranted a ne=
straining order banning Seawolfl from op-

eraling on any CLARA repeater for the
next three years.

Afler being served with the resiraining
onder, Seawolf apparently chose to ignor it
and continwed 1o use CLARA's repeaters.
CLARA documenied the restraining order
viglations and notified the court. The court
then issned a summons lo Semwolf o appear
on the misdemeanor charge of viclating a
restraining order, which carries a maxi-
mum fine of $1,000, a year in jail, or both
upon conviction.

The case was heard by Judge Dandel J.
Dhidier, whom it tums out, is a licensed Am-
ateur Radio operator, holding an Advanccd
class license, KD6FM. The judge at the
outset immediately made it clear to all par-
tics invelved in the law suil that he was a
licensed ham and would disqualify himsell
il gither party objected 1o him hearing the

As il tumed out, the judge was Smiliar
with the problem having heard himself some
of the offtnses alleged in the complaint.
During the heanng, in which Seawolf rep-
resented himself, CLARA club officials and
the repeater trustee testified they had suf-
fered repeated emotional distress as a result
of Seawolls language and harassment and
introduced audio lape recordings as evi-
dence. They then entered into evidence the
lester they received from John Johnston,
Chief of the FCC's Private Radio Burcau
which includes the Amaieur Service.

Seawolf testified in the hearing that he
had a Constitutional right under the First
Amendment to express himself by whatever
means available, He challenged that the
lawsuit therefore did not have ment and that
it should be dismissed. Scawclf then at-
itempicd to call other witnesses in his behall
alleging that they were “expert witnesses™
in the natter of free speech. The judge did
not agreed and refused to allow their testi-
mony,

Fallowing deliberation. the judge ruled
in favor of CLARA and ordered Scawolf to
obev the restraining order which barred him
from using any of the club’s repeaters for a
period of three years. He was further ne-
straincd from annoving, harassing or molest-
ing amy member of CLARA for the duration
of the order. He was also ordered 1o pay
$2,100 in attorney fecs incwrred by CLARA

in bringing the lawsuit and $182 in legal
filing fses, plus $175 for subpoena services.
In addition, the judpe ordercsd CLARA's al-
iomeyvs 1o provide the FCC Enginser-in-
chargs of the Los Angeles office with the
audio apes for possible action by them,  The
judge also condemned Ssawolf for his con-
duct on the air, describing them as “despi-
cable™, The judge told Seawoll that if it
was within his power, he would immedi-
atcly revoke Seawolf™s Amateur license,

Thanks to the Amateur Radio Mewsline,
Werldradio and Bill Pasiernak, WASTTF and
the Triple States Hadio Club of Adenn, Chio
who contributed to this story.

Here is the text of Mr, Johnson's letter:

"Fek. 1, 1994

Dear Mr. Radus,

This is im response to your
fax dated January 14, 1994
in which you request further
response to your previous
correspondence. Specifical-
1y, you request whether Sec=
tion 97.205(e) permits owners
of "cpen" repeaters to limit
the use of their repeaters to
certain users.

Section 97.205(e) states—
Limiting the use of a repeat-
er to only certain user sta-
tions 1is permissible. The
rule section applies whether
a repeater 15 coordinated as
an "open® or "closed" repeat-
Br. Further, the rule ap-
plies without regard as to
whether a repeater is coordi=
nated at all. Rule 37.205(e).
without qualification, per-
mits the individual responsi-
ble for proper operation of a
repeater to limit the use of

a repeater to certain user
stations.
I trust this is respon-

sive to your concerns.

Sincerely,
John B. Johnston
Chief, Personal Radio Branch
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S’AM Minutes

By Ernie Rader, K6UVI, Acting Secretary

The regular monthly S4RA meet-
ing was called 1o order by President Liz,
KD&GIW at 7:30 PM on Tuesday April
19th, 1994, ‘While introductions were
made, the sign in sheet was passed
around. Thirty-seven members and
gucsls were prescnt.

Liz reported that the Multiple Scle-
rosis walk-a-thon was held on April 10th,
and SARA's part wenl smoothly in spite
of complications. VP Mark, WBGRIN, re-
ported that several ideas were being con-
sidered for a yearly banquet, and the min-
utes were approved as printed in The
READOUT. Treasurcr's report followed:

MArch INCOMET .oovvesievssrmeereessnens $166.00
March Expenses: ............ . $990.29
Acct Balanoe: ........ccoiiieeniens I!. 166,32
Year to Date:

Under Old Busincss, the future of
The READOUT was discussed. Several
options were presented including a bi-
monthly edition, each month excluding
the summer, a combination of both, and a
continuous monthly edition. Ernie re-
ported that Jim Shea, KB5FB, had made
an offer to print The READOUT for ap-
proximately $20.00 more than what Bud-

Capy was chargmg us.

After discussion, and all proposals
reviewed it was voled o continue with
The READOUT in it’s present form each
month with the treasury being bolstered by
a fund raiser to cover the additional costs.

Rita, KDSBMNW, reported that Field
Day, and all the activitics for the family
members, was well under way including a
“foot and fanny” CW contest for different
classes of operators, including those who
didn't kmow the code. Prizes would be
presented to the winners.

The communications trailer is now
in the hands of our Eagle Scout candidate,
and preparations are being made for its
restoration.,

Under New Business, the S4ARA club
station i5 prescntly installed at The Red
Cross, and all repairs to the equipment
have been made. The station looks very
good in its new console. Plans are to be

made to install the needed antennas soon.

Emic, K6UVI, reported that the
March of Dimes walk-a-thon was in place
and operators were already commiticd.
Also the walk-a-thon at the Methodist
Church was taken carc of, as well as the
American Diabetes Tour de Cure. Con
Costcllo, AB6TA, spoke about the three
legislative petitions recognizing Ham Ra-
dio as a national policy and urged every-
one to sign those petitions.

MNew member Hal Singer, KEGFNE,
presented Emie with a very nice framed
ARRL Elmer Award for helping him get
his license.

Ernie then presented the member-
ship with The Red Cross” Disaster Mini-
Institute and S4R4's part in i15 presenta-
tion. That's to be held on May 20th,
21st, and 22nd. Club members will be
asked wo operate the club station dunng

this eveni and answer questions about
ham radio and its involvement during di-
saslers.,

The program for the evening was
by Tom Hora of The Federal Communi-
cations Commission monitoring station
at Livermore. He talked on sewveral
subjects including RFLTVT and how we
as ham operators should work with our
neighbors to live harmoniously while
each of us enjoys our clectronic cquip-
ment. His presentation was not only
informative but enjovable. Afterwards,
the mecling was adjourned.

A new member was welcomed to
the cliub. He is Hal Singer, KESFNR, of
Lodi. He is a newly licensed ‘Technician,

Respectfully submitted, Ernie,
KsUWVI, acting club secretary

Commeniary
By Mike Siegal, KI6PR
San Jooguin ARRL Sechion Manager

Recently, I've heard more than a
few complaints about the apathy and atti-
todes of “all these new hams™, Well, 1
can tell you that the no-code license works,
as an entry level, I know several hams that
have gone from no-code Tech to General,
and even Extral

S0, where are all our problems com-
ing from? Frankly, it's our own fult
When was the last time any of us actuslly
Elmered a new or would-be ham? Oh, sure,
we have organized efforts and classes to pet
new hams licensed and on the air, but let’s
face: it—ihese folks can do that themselves,
with a book and a mail-order catalog.

But who's tesching all these new folks
the nutual regpect on the air that we have all
camed? And who's teaching them aboul
the rich history and traditions of Ham Ra-
dio? Are we doing everything we could to
actively recruit thess new folks into the lo-
cal ham community, and into our public-
service programs?

Our hobby has a long-sianding tradi-
tion of service, not only 10 ourschves, in
teaching, assisting, and testing each other, but
a commitment of scrvice o our own local
communitics through ARES/RACES, NTS,
spocial ovents and so forth. 1P we could each
just s aside a fow minutes cach day, and
spend that tme helping our new hams w0 get
info just one aspact of giving something back
to the hobly or the cormmumnity, it wouldn't
iake bong before we start seeing resulis.

Does that mean that we nead 10 spend
every waking hour of every day doing public
service? Of course not! I each of us choss
just one arca, and brought our new ham
friends indo it with us, we would soon find
oursehves looking for new places and ways to
serve - 1o give something back to the hobby.
This can even be something as simple as vol-
unteering to serve on a local club committee.

The next time you hear a new
ham commilling some gricvous ciror
on the air, instead of going off to your
longtme schedule and grumbling about
it, how about spending just a couple of
minutes Elmening, and perhaps doing a
little public-service recruiting. In the
long run, you'll both be better off for
it, and so will the rest of us.
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Editor's

By Bob Pinheiro, WASZLO

Notes

Due to the fast that [ was out of state

the last two weeks of Aprl, I had to com-
plete my noies before leaving,  Therefore,
I will not be able 1o comment here on the
proposal received from S4RA member,
Jim Shea, K5FB, of Turlock, to print the
newsletter for slightly mere than what
Budget Copy was charging, However, you
will find the results of this proposal in the
SARA minutes on page 4. I will have
more aboul this next month. T want te
thank all of you that took the time to wrile
or scnd me packets on this subject. One
thing is clear, the newsletter is well re-
ceived and desired. Thanks again!
recovering from surgery o remove both off
his legs below the knees. Medical complica-
tions aggravated by diabefes was the reason
for the surgery. Good Luck Dies!

——Brad, KC6TDH, reports that he has dis-
covered a very nice map that can be used
for beam heading for only $2.75 which
covers Fresno to Roscville and into the
hills east and west. Modesto is right in
the center of the map which 15 produced
by Compass Maps of Modesto. You can
pick up vour copy al their store, 1172
Kansas Ave. Modesto.

—Welcome to new members, Jim Calomnico,
K5LEM, of San Ramon and Chris Martin,
KESDIK, of San Dicgo. Jim is retired and
Chris is in the service in San Dicgo, As of
this date, owr membership stands at 147 and
growing. Speaking on new members and
the club in general, I'm still locking for a
“club news aeditor” (o wrile aboul wants go-
ing on with our members and genemal club
news. The pay is terrific (HI HI.  All you
really necd 15 an inquisitive mind and a
computer. [ will do the rest for you IF
interested call me. My number is on page
two of cach isswe.

— [COM will be marketing their new
ICOM=820 satcllitc base station transcoiver
shorly. The transceiver will be S04 hawd
compatible out of the box, Tun arcund 50
waii output and covers 146/435 Mhz

= Cable operators are understandably con=
cerned about the coming billion doedlar Di-

rect Broadoast Satellite (DBS) svstern.  IF ev-
crything gocs as planned, DirecTV and its
pariner, United Stales Salcllite Broadosting,
Inc. (UISSE) will be beaming full power digi-
tal DBS service to the public within 2 month!
GM and Hughes Electronics are spending
some $750 million o offer satellite-to- home
television via their DBS-1 satellite, and a
DBS-2 tard will follow later this year,

Programming will be uplinked by 54
high-power satellite uplink tramsmiiters
from DirccTV's $100 million all-digital
Castle Rock, Colorado, broadcast conter,
Supposedly the 24-hour service will eventu-
ally have 150-channel capability and some
30 pay-per-view sports channels. DirecTV
debuted on May 1st with 75 channels broad-
cast from one jointly-owned saiellite, USSE
will be uplinking from their ncw $10 mil-
lion broadecast center in Oakdale, MK

But, DBS won't come cheap! View-
crs wanting the new service will have to
shell out $700 for the 18-inch dish and
receiving cquipment —plus an ingtallation
charge —plus a monthly subscription [es
which staris at $21.95 monthly. The equip-
ment can be purchased in installments of
about $30 a month, however. RCA has an
exclusive deal with DirecTV to manufac-
ture the first one million receiving umits.
Actuwally, the Digital Satellite System
bome recciving umit is being made by
Thomson Consumer Electronics under the
RCA label. Thomson will spend nearly
3100 million on an advertising campaign,
Hughes another $50 million. The satellite
service will be marketed by such well-
known consumer retail outlets as Sears,
Wards, Best Buy and Circuit City.

DirecTV says their signal quality
will be better than cable since it is digital
and they will offer double or triple the
amount of programming oOplions,
DirecTV's break-even point is 3 million
subscribers —or about 5% of the currem
cable market. We understand that the DRES
service will be first test marketed in 5 cil=
ies (Tulsa OK, Albuguerque NM, Linle
Rock AR, Jackson, M5 and Shreveport,
LA} before the national roll-out begins

later this fall. And another new DES
service (EchoStar) is on the horizon
Tar 1995,

— President Clinton has indicated his in-
icniion o appoint iwo women lawyers fo
fill the two FOCU Commissioner vacancies,
Rochelle Chong, at 34, will be one of the
voungest FOC Comumissionsrs and the first
of Asian-American henitage, She 15 cur-
rently a San Francisco lawyer specializing
in communications (oellular phong) law,
The other woman, Susan MNess, 45, will [l
the Democralic seal made vacant when
Ervin Duggan resigned to head the Public
Broadeasting System. She has a law degres
from Bosion College and 3 MBA from the
University of Pennsylvania's prestigious
Wharion School of Business.

— The FCC has taken final action on cs-
tablishing a new compliance policy for
amatcur stations participating in automai-
ed packet radio message forwarding net-
works, You will remember the 1991 fur-
moil that resulted when several amateurs
were cited by the FCC for unknowingly
and antomatically retransmilting an andi-
Peigian Gull war packel message that had
“g00" phone number business over -
tomes. It wound its way through several
stations before being killed.

Amateurs were afraid they would
have to shut down their high speed pack-
et radio messaging system becaunse of
their inability (o individually review ev-
ery mesgage flowing (hrough their
“digipeating™ stalions

To address the dilemma, the FCC
proposed in March 1993 1o add a new
rule section 97.217 which would hold
both the message originator and the op-
erator of the first forwarding station ac-
countable for the message account. Cur-
rent Pant 97 rules do not distinguish be-
[ween amateur stations that originaie and
forward packet messages.

— Record numbers (more than 70 thou-
sand) atiended the 1994 convention of the
Mational Association of Broadcasters held

See “Editor's Notes™ page 8
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ARRL Pacific Division Director's Report

By, Brad Wyatt, K6WR

Legislative News

Late information onm HJR 199
shows 220 co-sponsors in the House, a
majority of members. Lynn Woalsey off
Marin County’s 6th District is the latest
co-sponsor,  With a majority we can now
plan to bring up the resolution for consid-
eration. The identical resolution in the
Senate (STR %07 now has 42 co-sponsors.
HE 2623 (Amatcur Radio Volunteer Pro-
tection Act) has 70 co-sponsors in the
Houss - nat yet introduced in the Senatce,
Keep writing letiers to your congressional
delegation with copics to Steve Mansfickd,
Legislative Mgr. at ARRL HOQ so he can
use them when visiting your congression-
al delegation in Washington.,

Antenna Ordinances

Rusty Epps, W60DAT, Assistant Di-
reclor and Volunieer Counsel, continues
to lead a Pacific Division-wide effort 1o
develop a database of anlenna ordinances
and related matcrials for the Pacific Divi-
sion, Rusty reports that data is coming in
fram all parts of the Division — thanks!
Busty needs cverything related to this en-
tire fieldl Al the information will, of
course, be available to anyvone in the ham
community who needs it.  Send all the
material to Charles K. (Rusty) Epps,
We0AT, 651 Handley Trail, Redwood
City, CA 940632,

Mew FCC-ARRL Amateur-Auxiliary
Agreemeant

The new agreement centralizes sub-
mission of interference report by Amateur
Auxiliary members, A new manual is at
the printers and should be available in a
few weeks, More next time.

Vanity “Preferred” Call signs -
Latest News

The ARRL Executive Committee
adopted the recommendations of the Ad-
Hoc Committee of which I was one mem-
ber, The basic cutline arc as follows; -
All hams should be eligible to obtain pre-
ferred calls within the call sign blocks
based on current license class (there are
some exceptions). For example, this pro-

vision allows Extras 1o obtain 1 X 2 calls,
but not Movices. - A phase-in plan staris
with those who have lost calls through the
years for whaiever reason and regardless
of license class. - Mext would be Extra
class licensges, then Advanced, and then
epen to all. Calls will be assigned based
on availability within the current call ar-
gas. - A ong time for should be charged
for the preferred call sign rather than the
$7 per vear enacted into law by Congress.,
- Club call signs would also be issued.
Remember, this is a brief summary (there
are many details) of what the ARRL is
developing for its Comments. What the
FCC will actually do is still to be seen.
The text of this docket starts on page 84
in February QS8T, Timing is unclear but
could be as carly as latc 1994,

Katashi Nose, KHBLJ, Silent Key:-

It iz with great sadness [ report the
passing of Katashi Nose, KHGLI, on April
7. In my opinion and that of many others
he was the “father™ of Amateur Radio in
the Hawaiian [slands. Others have called
him a “giant™ in Amateur Radio, He was
currently an Assistant Dirccior and had
served in many capacities over the years,
Many of us will remember his cheerful
voice and wonderful CW fist, 73 and
Alohal

New Pacific Division Appointments

It is my pleasure to announce wo
new Pacific Division staff appoinlments:
Enc Johnson, AH6MO), of Honalulu, Ha-
wali, has been appointed Assistant Direc-
tor for Oahw, and W. Thom Skeer,
ED6IQJ, has been appointed Volunteer
Counsel in the southern part of the San
Joaquin Valley Section. Eric joins Pat
Corrigan, KH6DD and Lee Wical,
KH6BZF, as Assistant Directors on Qahu,
Eric will focus on working with the clubs
on Oahu while Pat and Les will focus on
specially targeted activities applicable to
all the Islands. Thom joins Bob Foster,
WYTM, of Stockton, and Joseph L.
Horswill, KGoY A of Tulare, as Volunteer
Counsgels in 5JV. Thanks, Eric and
Thom, for agreeing to servel

Coming Events:

= Livermara ﬂwxp Maet - 16t Sunday of
each month at Las Fositas College in
Livermeore, CA. 7 AM to Noon, all year.
Talk in 147.045 from west, 14535 from
the sast. Conbact Moel Anklem, KLCBQZE,
(B10) 447-3E5T eves.

— Foothill Swap Meet - Znd Saturday,
through September, at Foothill College,
Los Albes, CA

=Weat Coast YHF/UHF Cenference,
Cerritos, CA, Aprll 22 - May 1. 1224, Con-
tact Bob Hastings, KSPHE, 254 Bernard
Dr., Fullérten CA SOTON (Ti4) SS0-9203.
= Dayton HamYention, Dayton, OH,
Aprl 22 = May 1, 1924, Contact P. 0. Doy
264, Dayton OH 48401-0984 (513)
278-8930,

= Fresno Hamfest, May 7-8, 1954,
Eiverland Fark at Kingsburg, CA. Contact
James Wakefizld, AHBCO, 1353 M. Falm
Mg, Fresno CA 93728,

= Horthwestern Division Cenvantion,
Seapide, OF, June 3 - 5. Contact Brad
Beach, N7NYE, 217 Jerny Lane, West
Linn, OF 87068 (503) 657- 17841,

— AREL Mational Convention, Arlington,
TX, Junme 10 - 12, 1954, Contact John
Fleet, WASOHS, Box 25028, Dallas, TX
To225,

= ARFL Fisld Day, Juna 25-26, 1884, -
Southweetern Divislon Convention, Aug.
26 - 2B, 1994, San Diego Town & Country
Hotel/ Convention Canter (BOO) 772-
BE27. For further information call WaGIC
(519] 278-4284,

—1{st Mational Hamfest, Oct. 7 - 9,
Costerisan Lake, Bakersfield, CA. Contact
KCOVARG, F. . Box 473, Bakersflald, CA
SEE02,

— Pacificon®4, Hilton Hotsl at Concord
CA, Det. 21 - 23, 1994, For more Infor-
mation contact Lauren Styies, WAGLCIE,
1910 Surahine Dr., Concord, CA 24520,
or call the MDARC/Pacificon Hotline at
(510) 932- 6125,
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I Tim Low, N6ZUC I

wander i there is any arca of

Amatcur Fadio that is growing

faster than packet. Here in
southern California, the packet
frequencies are crowded, and getting
busier every day. Getting through in the
carly evening howrs is beginning o bea
sloe tedions process. The “system™ just
has not been able to keep up. 1 think
that™ll change as the demand grows, and
more Amatcurs bocome active,

If vou haven't wandered into this
arca of Ham Radio, or if you're just
getiing started, all the choices to make
conceming hardware can be frightening.
Kantronics and AEA both make great
controllers, as well as some of the other
companies. When yvou wade through the
available literature on i talk 1o
friends, and maybe your dealer, it all boils
down to vou really can’t go wrong with
any of them. Providing you've made the
packet only or multi mode decision.

Mow is when it really gets scary.
What do vou use for software? All of the
equipment manufacturers that 1 know of
also offer software packages for their
machines, They all work, but not
necessarily are they all easy to use, or give
vou the features vou want, Another thing
is that mostly they're expensive. You put
out between 100 and infinity for the THNC,
and now “they™ wani another 30 or 90
dollars for the software 10 run it Well,
that’s what this months column is about.
I'm going to rclav o vou some of the
“free™ or “shareware™ programs I've run
across, These will all be PC based
programs, as that’s what I run. Sormy
Apple and Commmadorn users.

Mow, let it be said that just about any
software you already use for vour telephone
modem, will run packet Procomm lermi-
nal software is used quite a bit, but is ex-
pensive to buy. So if vou don't already own
it, it's a bit o much for running packet.
The terminal application in Windows 3.1
will also work, but is a very simple pro-
gram, and not really what you'd want 1o
usg long ternn,

There in is the draw back to using
software intended to run telephone mo-
dems. Thiy don't have some of the features
one likes 1o sc¢ in a packet program. Forlu-
nately there are quite a few “Freeware”
and “Sharewarc” programs [loating
around that does quite adequately for pack-
&l only operation, 1'm going to fill you in
on a couple of them.

I run an AEA PK-88 for packetl, and
I've mun into a couple of programs that 1
really like 1o use, One is the beta version of
the popular “Packet Gold” software, This
version was distributed as a shareware pro-
gram, and can still be found hanging
arcund for downloading on Amateur relat-
ed bulletin boards. 1've looked at the latest
version of Packet Gold, but being the cheap
Ham that I am, can't sc¢ paving oul the
betier part of a hundred dollars for the
primo version. The other is an English
program called WINPKT.

WINPET or Windows Packet version
1.1, is as the name implies, a program
written to run under the Windows operat-
ing system. II's a shareware program wril-
ten by P.M Hounslow, G4YFE, Triagonal
Software of England, It operates in the
split screen mode as does the chat mode in
Procomm. What you type to send is dis
plaved in the box on the bottam third of the
scroen, and the recicved packcts arc dis-
played on the top. As with all Windows
applications, it works with mouse driven
pull down menus.

The communications port and protocol
can be sel o your computer TNC specs.
This is under the “OPFTIONS" memu, and
you select “COMMUNICATIONS™, Also
in the OPTIONS menu is “FONT™. This
will allow you to select the tpe styvle on
your screen, an oplion | find very valuable.
Even the color of the incoming and outgo-
ing text can be set, making it casily distin-
guishable on screen.,

One of the best features of this pro-
gram is the start=up and shut down rou-
tines, which are user definable through a
text file. T use the start-up and shutdown
files to change the status of my mail box,

the connect messape and monilors, o re-
flect whether I'm available for a chat, or
1o put you in my mailbox automatically
when you connget. All you need to make a
start-up or shutdown file is a text cditor,
any will do. Simply type in the THNC com-
mand and sctting, such as, MOMN 6, o sel
the monitar on, or MYM N6ZUC-2 1o set
the mailbox call sign.

Any text file can be sent directly from
the main screen by pulling down the
“FILE"” menu, and selecting “SEND
TEXT™, You can dircct if to the proper di-
rectory and file name, any directory and
ASCII file in your computer. This is very
helpful when you want to send a message
through the Packet BBS forwarding systcm,
allowing you 1o type out the messape ahead
of time, This saves ime on Lthe system.

Any incoming text can also be saved
by toggling on the “RECEIVE TEXT"
function, also found in the FILES menu.
Like any word processor, you can cut and
paste what is shown on your screen, so
you can resend what you recieved 1o an-
other station.

The printer, if you have one, can be
toggled on, so that anything you receive
can be printed out. This is a great way 1o
get a hard copy of incoming traffic for
later review,

The program is fairly intuitive, but if
stuck, comes with a good help routing,
For simplicity, this program can’t be beat.
Again, it necds the Windows environment
to ran, and should work equally well on
most TNC's. The cost is reasonable, and
the pavment info is included with the pro-
gram, If you can't find this program on a
local BBS, drop me a packet |, and I'll
help you obtain one.

Ot of room for this month, so 1'1 get
to my other favorite packet program mext
time. Until then, if you have any guoes-
tions, answers, SUEEestions or comments,
direct them to me wvia packet at:
WNeZUCEEIOVC #SOCA CAUSA NA,
wrile me in care of The READOUT.

73 -Tim
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SARA Technical Report

By LeRoy Campbell, NV6S

Hello to all, Things have started
coming together on the technical
scene. The new Micor repeater is up
and operating on Mt. Oso., The
patch is back in operation. The
links are giving me a bit of trouble
and will probably be a while in com-
ing on line.

I have spent a lot of time and
now must caich up on some other
work before T can spend more time
with the repeaters. All of the con-
trol operator fumnctions are doing
finc although at the present the PL
can only be activated or deactivated
by a control operator. [ believe an
adjustment will selve that problem.
The rest of the equipment is opera-
tional.

I am still in the planning stages
of the low level repeater and we do
have onc back up repeater with a fi-
nal problem. All of these Items will
be taken care of as time permits. Al
the present you have a very nice sys-
tein that will be still betler when
complete.

1 thank ail who have helped with
the repeater. Alex, K6LFG, setup the
hMicor and helped me locate an oscil-
lating audio amplifier. He has been a
great help,  Others have picked up
parls for me, helped with on the air
testing both at low and high level, and
accompanicd me on many trips up the
mountain, T as well as the club owe
them a debt of thanks. 73.

T understand that the new ecar
warranty is void on this car if a 2-
way radio is installed. "

Editor's Notes

from page 5

Hughes another $50 million. The satellite
service will be markeied by such well-
kneown consumer retail outlets as Sgars,
Wards, Best Buy and Circuit City,

DirecTV savs their signal guality
will be better than cable since it is digital
and they will offer double or triple the
amount of programming oplions.

DirecTV's break-even point is 3 million
subscribers - or about 5% of the current
cable market. We understand that the DBS
service will be first test marketed in § citics
{Tulsa OK; Albuquerque N, Litle Rock
AR; Jackson, MS and Shreveport, LA, be=
fore the national roll-out beging later this
fall. And another new DBS service (Echo
Star) is on the horizon for 199235,

—The FCC has waken final action an
establishing a new compliance policy for
Amateur stations participating in aule-
mated packet radio message forwarding
networks.

You will remember the 1991 turmoil
that resulted when several amateurs were
cited by the FCC for unknowingly and au-
tomatically retransmitting an anti-Persian

Gulf war packet message that had “900™
phone number business overtones, It
wound itz way through several stations be-
fore being killed. Amatcurs were afraid
they would have to shist down their high
speed packet radio messaging sysicm be-
cause of their inability to individually re-
view cvery message flowing through their
“digipeating” stations

To address this dilemma, the FCC pro-
posctd in March 1993 10 add a new rule sec-
tion 57.217 which would hold both the mes-
sage  originator and the operator of the firg
forwarding station acoounlable for the mes-
sage accouni. Current Part 97 mules do not
originate and forward packet messages.

—The may, 1994 Sharper Image Cat-
alog lists an “Antenna Guard” on page 13,
billed as a radiation shield for cellular
phones.

Recent court cases have made us all
aware of the potential radiation hazards of
cellular phones. While the experts debale,
¥ou can take an easy, inexpensive ($12.95
plus 34,00 shipping) step now to protect
yoursell, According to the ad, lab tests
show the new Antenna Guard (tm) blocks
up 5% of exposure 1o EMF radiation-

without interfering with phone reception.
It installs on all brands in seconds and
weights less than a hall ounce. Tis made in
the USA of rubber-coated space-age alloys,
it comes in two sizes: small for “stubby® or
retmaciable antennas and tall for large non-
retraciable antennas.

—Finally this month a bit of humor,
Did you hear about the minister who
called the sheriff to report a dead slunk in
his driveway? The harricd Sherifl said,
“We're too busy to be bothered by such
trivial matters, Don't you preachers look
after the dead?™ “Yes" came the digni-
fied reply. “But first we notify the next of
kin ™

Did you hear about the chicken
rancher whe hit upon a novel idea to in-
crease cgg production from his hens?  He
pested a sign in the hen house which read
“An egg a day, keeps Col. Sanders away!”

Wow, for credit where credit is
due. The following contribuled to these
notes. WSYI Report, Westchester
Emergency Communications Assn.
“Wecagram™ via the ARNS Bulletin;
ABGSFL; RadioWorld and the SBE
Chapter 43 newsletter, Kent Randles,
WALYXZ, editor.
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Sutro tower

from page 2

can enjoy calm winds at ground lev-
el and experience 43 mph winds a
few hundred feet in the air. Also,
there are times when the ground lev-
el is fog bound while it is clear and
sunny abowe.

Sutro Tower
statisties

~—QOwerall helght s 977 leet.

—Height above sea lavel is 1811
feel. (AMSL)

~—{t is the highest struciure in San
Francisco.

—1 iz only a few feel shorter than
the Eiffel tower.

—Thera iz three times ag much
weighl in concrate below
ground, as the weight of staal
above ground. The center of
gravity is 13 feel below ground.

—Sieel, all domeslic, weighs
3,400,000 pounds. The anten-
nas add another 200,000
pounds.

—There i more than 25,000 feet
of transmission line, all copper
coax.

—Tolal cost including tower,
building and anlennas was in
excess of 12 million. Today's
cosl would exceed 50 million.

Steel was supplied by U. 8. Steel
and Bethlechem Steel with the finished
members shipped by rail flatear to San
Francisco and trucked to the site. The
whole thing went together like a giam
erector sel. The trusses weore asscm-
bled on the ground and raised ag a sin-

gle unit. There was little welding dong
on site because gveryvthing was bolted
topether. Almost everyvihing exposcd to
the weather was hot-dipped palvanized
and all other meombers were coated
with rust inhibiting paimt . With the
exception of touch-up work, there has
been only one major paint job in the 15
vears the tower has been in operation.

Topping off

‘The topping off at the construc-
tion began in December of 1972 and
the antennas were installed. Antennas
for channels 2-4-5-7-9-32- 44 along
with four FM radio stations were set in
place. Channel 4 and 5 share a com-
mon anienna with fliers keeping inier-
action to a minimum. The four FM sta-
tions, KGO-FM, KFOG, KDIT and
KQAK arc located at and below the
sixth level while the TV stations anicn-
nas occupy the stacks above the sixth
lewel, All comumunications amd micro-
wave svetems are located at the fourth
level, two down from the marrowest
part of the tower.

Building at the basa

While the tower was being built
ihe transmission building adjacent to
the base of the tower was being con-
structed, The building incorporates the
south leg of the tower within the
building itself so the transmission lines
can directly enter the building.

Beginning of broadeasting

On July 4, 1973, by mutual
agreciment, all of the stations began
rransmitting from the highest structure
in San Francisco, the new 12 million
dollar Sutro Tower.

Thanks Don Lincoln, Director
of Engineering, Sutro Tower

“I say old chap..CQ Field Day.. Over!"

Ficld Day
June 25 & 26
24 houns
Big Mzadows Camp Grounds
Approx 20 miles above
Arnold, CA on Hwy 4

Where is the
bread?

By Cam Harriot, KTo6WEK

our club is like making bread
Y the old fashion way, All the

parts arc nceded and if one is
left out—mno bread! A lot of us are
guisi—Ilike Mower or milk, Tt takes a
lot of the quiet oncs to make a good
club or leaf of bread, but that's not
all. Some of us are saltier than oth-
ers, A little salt is required, a lot of
salt can ruin the whole thing. Then
there are those of us who are really
sweel like our ¥YLs, This too is an
essential ingredient,

You mix them together and  what
happens? WOTHING! You have a
lump that just sits there, What is miss-
ing? The yeastl When »ou mix the
yveast into the lump, the lump wants to
sit there lumpishly but the yeast has
that enthpsiasm. “Get up, get up™ the
veast cries out kicking and hollering.
Very reluctantly, the lump starns to
rise. Then it gets punched down, but
the yeast won'™t quit,

Spurred on by the sugar, the yoast
multiplies, and scon the loaf rises.
Into the oven it goes and shortly
thereafter the people are fed, It
dossn't matter which part vou play as
long as yvou play a part. Just lookout,
the veast will get vou!

Thanks Intermod, newszlaller
of WCARC, Ino in Coste Mesa, CA,,

“He's from the neighboring tribe. He
say you using too much power—you

splattering over entire band!™
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9/18/24, 1:42 PM

Repeater problems

from front page

bers on April 10, 1994 by President Liz
Eyres, KDGGIW,. Our Chicf Engincer and
club station license trustes, LeRoy, NVGES,
said that he had to make a special trip 1o
Mt Os0 to shut off the repeater during one
of the man's tirade. LeRoy said at the time
we wore operating on the standby repeater
while he worked on the new imterface
cquipment, and this required him 10 bring
the ACC controller down off the hill. That
left us without & way 10 remoicly control
the repeater,

Following discussion, it was decided
that further attempls to reason with the of-
fender would be fruitless in view of his
medically condition. [t was thercfore de-
cided pursuant to §97.205 of the FOC rules
(se2 story "Unwanted users may be ban by
repeater trustee” on page 3 ) to send a regis-
tered ketter to the man advising him that he
was no longer welcome 1o use any of S4-
RA’s repeaters and that his viclabons have
been documented and would be ultimately
licensz, The letter adviszd him conirol
operators have be instructed 1o terminabe
any of his transmissions on any of SA-
A’z repenters should he decide 1o ignone

our lettcr, e

He was also advised that in addition to
the FCC, the club would seriously consider a
civil law suit against him as well,

In the interim, all members are advised
to be cognizant of this situation and do not
add fuel to the fire by (he way 0 react to il
should he come on while you are using the
repeaker.

Therefore , now would be a good time
1o go over the standard rules on how (o deal
with a persan like this.

—1. Mever acknowlodge a jammer or dis-
turbed person. I vou react to him and ad-
dress remarks to, or about him, you are
merely adding fuel (o the fire and further
exacerbating  the problem. The moment
vou are aware of his presence, sign ofl and
leave the air without acknowledging that
awareness, DON'T TALK TO HIM! Con-
trol your urge to return the verbal abuse
You can not reason with or threaten these
ivpe of people. Tt won't work. Tt enly makes
things worse.

—2. Control stations will as soon as pos-
sible shut down the repeater and record
the date, time and content of what was
dong and said before the repeater was
turned off.

—3, Don'l attempl to conlact the offender
in person or by phone. YOU MUST IG-
MORE HIM, YOU MUST NOT take the
Law in your own hands or do something that

Stanislaus Amateur Radio Assoc. — Mt. Oso Access Story — Modesto Radio Museum

is illcgal and possibly get yourseIf in trouble

Let the club officers handle ihe matter, The
best thing you can do is let onc of the club
officers know about your incident so it can be
added 1o the report.

—4, Don’t take it upon yoursell to call the
FCC and make a complaint. There is a set
protocol that must be followed in cases of
rules violations and S4RA is following
those procedures. They imvolve documenta-
tion (dates & times), sound recording of vi-
olations, direction finding reponts and relat-
ed documentation. Only the club officers
should make contacts representing the club.

—5_ Den't talk aboul person or the prob-
lem on other repeaters, Our jammer has a
scanner and listens for remarks on many
frecuencics.  Please excuss me for being
blunt, but—¥YOU MUST KEEP YOUR
MOUTH SHUT,

This situation will no doubt be with us
for a prolonged period of time. We ask
everyone Lo be palient as we work our way
thorough this. Pleasc be understanding if
the repeaier is off when you want lo use it
or is (urned off while your using it. The
irusies must protect the club's license, and
his own, and not allow the repeater 1o be
used for viclations of the rules.

These things take Ume and paticnoe.
Please be liberal with both! We will keep
you up (o date here in The READOUT,

Field Day

From front page

had all kinds of visions as 1o their state of
repair and cleanliness.

In addition to all this, the fee struc-
tire for the site was one that lead fo am-
biguity, so all in all we felt it best 10 con-
sider other areas if we could. Finding
this place took the better part of one
whole day.

The next day, a Sunday, we*
drove back again to the same arca,
and searched from a camp ground i
the way to where the snow stopped our
progress on Hwy 4 at Big Bear. - We
hiked imto several arcas, but the snow
made it difficult to assess the atiributes of
each place, so we knew we had o seck
additional advice. However, all the rang-
or stations were closed becauss it was
Sunday, so again we drove back to Esca-
lon.

Monday morning found us again at

the ranger station in Sonora, but they
weren't of any

help. We w:ré% >
getting a lifle o T
wWor- %

ried, SARA

but at | Field Day

least Site r
they Y
suggest- Big Masrlomu
ed we

go to ot S

the
ranger station
further up the ling,
How licky to find a ranger

there that really knew the surround-
ing arca. He suggested a group sitc at
Lake Alpine, but when we called, it was
booked for the rest of the year. The rang-
er's second sugpgestion, Spicer Reservoir,
gave us the same report. The third place
he suggested was called Big Meadow, and
we called from the car telephone as soon

as we left his siatlon. We've now re-
ceived written confirmation for this site,
and it comes highly recommended by
“our” ranger.

To get 10 the new site, you go cast
on Hwy 4, continue past Calavares Big
Trecs park, which is just past the town of
Arnold, about 20 miles to Big Meadow
campground on your right [I've besn

told the elevaton is 6,350 fect, and

when we were there before, it had
three feet of snow on the ground.
There is RV parking and lois of tent
space according to the ranger, but we
could not see too much under all the
smow at the ume we looked it over. As
the snow melts, I'll be able to give ev-
eryone a better picture of our location.

This year, Ficld Day is going 1o be the
premier cvent of the vear for S4R4. Mol oaly
will there be several stations on the air at the
same time on different bands. If you plan (o
participaie contad me (Ka61IVT) as soon as
passible and sign up. 838-2921.
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By Ernie Rader, KEUVI

ver the Easter weekend, Rila,
o KDGBNYVY, and [ were to at

tend & family picnic on the
beach just nornth of Monterey, As
luck would have it, the picnic was
canceled afler we amfived. As we
wore backing our “rig” into our as-
signed space, our next door neighbor
saw our ARRL “Amateur Radio”
plate and came over 1o ask Rita if we
were hams. Of courss! So was he,
only this ham was special,

His namc was Jurgen Muller,
and his call was DK9VG. He and his
wife and two little children werec on a
three week wvacation to The United
States from a town in Germany called
Saarwcllingen, With our family pie-
nic canceled, we knew we had much
more time 16 spend with Jurgen and
his family, and took advantage of the
opportunity to ask about his life on
the other side of the globe.

We learncd that this wonderful
couple and their family flew in from
Germany landing in Los Angeles
where they rented a moterhome to
tour the Western United States. They

had stopped at this particular camp
ground because they were going lo sco
the aquarium mt Monterey, They
wanted to see Yosemite, but the
snow didn't allow access from the
cast side of the mountains,

Jurgen iz 31 wvears old, and iz an
clectronics design engincer, He had a
trunk full of hiz ham gear which includ-
«d several things he'd designed and built
himself. He uses design programs on his
computer evervday, so this didn't scem
exteaordinary to him at all. He showed
me a dipole antcnna he'd designed, and
it was like nothing clse 1'd ever seen. He
said it works very well, but we didn't
have any trees to hang it in, so0 we didn't
put it on the air,

What a marvelous opportunity to
ask a true resident what happencd to his
country when the Berlin Wall fell. He
cxplained how Western Germany had to
absorb the East German culture, curren-
cy, and working habils of a communist
society, and all the burdens that posed.
He said the differences and problems in-
volved in melding industrious western
workers with those formerly guaranmtesd
work in the east. How castern German
currency had to be accepted in West Ger-

German ham makes friends via Amateur Radio

man markets, and how values of each
were affected.

He continued by speaking about
his education, and how it was a com-
bination of practical learning as well
as that gained through a university
selling. He showed me his German
driver's license, and said it was hon-
ored in The United States just like
ours. He applicd and received a re-
¢ciprocal ham license from his gov-
crnment beforc he came here, and
while here he talked with lois and
lots of local hams,

Mrs. Muller was very gracious
though didn't spcak much English.
Still, 1 could tell she knew what was
going on pretty well, [ asked how
their English was so well developed,
and was told that they have a satel-
lite dish on their television, Jurgen
likes the American cartoons, and
that’s where his command of our
language came from.

S0 mext lime vou're out and
about, it's sometimes a good idea to
let people know that you're a ham ra-
dio operator. Every anée in awhile a
rare and once in a lifetime expericnce
can be the result.

Tri County VE team report

By Chet Jensen, WEXHK

The resulis of the ARRL/VEC scssions
held in OAKDALE on April 9, 1994,

Number of applicanis: 39

Number of new licenscs: 22

Mew MNovice: 3

MNew Technician: &

Mew Technician-Plus; 8

Mew General: 2

New Advancod: 1

Mew Extra: 0

Pass rate (total elements administered):
%58

Participating VEs: W6XK, N6SAE,
AASTX, K6RAU K&UVI, KC6TUR,
ABGTA, KCHWNXEK

Total number of applicants served by the
Tri-County VE Team:

1988; 187
1989 123
1990: 107
1991: 211
1992: 224
1993: 220
1994: 133
Total: 1,334

Next 1651 Sessions:
April 16, 1994 Manteca
Mav 14, 1994 - Turlock

For more information on upcoming tests
aor the VE program in general, contact
Chet via packet as follows: WaXK @
KD6JZZ or you may phone him (209)
883-2968 during cvening hours

“I with you'd shut that thing off

1986: 15 for awhile—I'm trying to get
1987: 104 Gilligans Island!™
The READOUT
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.................. . Hilton Hotel, Concord

SARA meets the third Tuesday of each month (ex-
cept holidays ) at the Stanislaus County Administration
Building 11th and H Streets in downtown Modesto.
The mestings are held in the lower-level conference
room at 730 pm. Visitors and interested persons are
most welcome to attend. £4ARA4 is an ARRL affiliated
club and is also affiliated with the Stanislaus County
and City of Modesto RACESVARES programs.

The READOUT is mailed with a bulk mailing
permit. Please notify us if you move as the Post
Office will not forward bulk mail regardless if you
left a forwarding address.

31 (T T 1 — el Day
.................. . Riverland Park at Kingsburg
May 14 ......... . VE Testing in Turlock .........eee... 9:00 AN
May 14 ......... . Foothill Swap meet ......oooooeee ce AL Dy
May 17 e EARA Monthly Meeting ........ T30 PM
June 21 .......... FARA Monthly Meeting .. 750 PM
June 25-26 ..... ARRL Field Day.......ccceeevee — T YT
July 19 v SARA Montly Meeting
Ot 7-9 e 151 Mational Hamfest ..............
................... Bakersfield
Oct, 21-23 ..... PACIFICONTS ...oorerecrcecrnnns

S4ARA repeaters on Mt. Oso at 3,300 feet- 145.39(-) MHz PL 136.5 Hz or * 5 to override the PL. 224.14 (-}
MHz, 440.225 (+) MHz PL 136.5 Hz . KA-Node Digipeater 144.91 MHz. Ten Meter Digipetar 28,440 kHz

Cilty State
Zip Code
Are you a member of the ARRL? (Yes) (No)
Home Phone

Business Phone
Occupation
Date of Birth
Class of license
Year first licensed

Dues: Rencwal $23.00 per year. Out of arca more than
150 miles from Modesto is 51 1.00. New first time appli-
canis duss are pro-rated from the month you join the
club. Use $1.91 times the number of months remaining
in the year. ic- You join in July- 6 x $1.91= $11.46

Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association, Inc.

P. O. Box 4601
Modesto, CA. 95352

Address Correction Requested
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SA4ARA Meeting Location
1100 H Street, Modesto, CA
Lower Level Conference Room,
730 pm third Tuesday of each month.

Bulk Rate
. 5. Postage
Paid
Permit S
Modesto, CA.

Next SARA Meeting is June 21, 1984 at 730 pm & You're Invited!
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http://www.saraclub.net/

1999 Wesley Tire Fire

On September 22,1999 a lightning strike ignited a tire fire in Westley, California where an
estimated five million scrap tires burned for thirty-four days at an illegal tire dump on forty
acres owned by rancher Ed Filbin. Mr. Filbin is the person referred to in the story above about
SARA . The fire resulted in numerous lawsuits and legal problems for Mr. Filbin. After several
years of litigation Mr. Filbin sold the property. The last we heard he moved to Montana. It
was Mr. Filbin who gave us permission to pass over his land on Mt. Oso Road. Without his
permission SARA would not have been able to regain access Mt. Oso.

-0-

33/33
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