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A Message from Club President
John Otte, K6JRO

Welcome to another edition of The Readout.

Field day is here! Are you excited? ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-
the-air event held annually in the US and Canada. On the fourth weekend
of June, more than 31,000 radio amateurs gather with their clubs, groups

or simply with friends to operate from remote locations.

American businessman Bo Bennett sums up excitement thus: Enthusiasm is
excitement with inspiration, motivation, and a pinch of creativity. How this
sums up our hobby and Field Day! The enthusiasm for Field Day that builds
all year. In fact, for me it starts the Monday after FD. Field Day is filled
with challenges both logistical and technical and provides the motivation to
do better the next year. And, more often than not, the logistical and
technical issues that are sure to arise, compels me to think and act
creatively so that I can do better next year.

So, make your final plans. Check out your gear and make sure everything
is working as it should. As I have said before, Field Day is a good time to
foster friendships, work on your technical expertise, and show the
community what we are capable of.

The Featured Article for this month is provided by Jason, KA6TIO and Vicki,
KJ6RCV our Field Day coordinators. Please read the Field Day, 2025 Update
below. There is some new information that you do not want to miss out on.

73 de K6JRO

John Otte

SARA Club President
Readout Editor



Minutes:

May face-to-face
meeting

Write for The
Readout.

If anyone has
information that
they want included
in The Readout
please submit to the
editor

k6jro@arrl.net.

Please try and have
the information or
articles to the editor
by the 30 of each
month.

Minutes from the May face-to-face meeting

Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association
P.O. Box 4601 Modesto, CA 95352

May 20, 2025
Club Meeting Minutes

(Meeting held at 3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA)

Attendance (via sign in sheet)

Robin, KG6ZYQ
Richard, WSAAL
Richard, wWeDU
Scott, KN6RKY
Robert, KD6BMY
James, KK6ILV
Elias, KO6ITI
Jason, KN6HAG
Jason, KA6TIO
Mel, W7EQV
Adam, K6ALR

Scott, KN60OOV
Cheryl, KK6GIM
Loren, WA6BFG
John, K6JRO
Manuel, N6MTM
Brian, KN6QFF
Eva, KM6BIP
Roy, KK60OQP
Mark, N6ARP
Gene, W6QFU
Elias, KN6GZW

Lucian, KF6NPG
Scott, N6CIC
Eric, KO6HYL
Mark, KI6HOB
Wally, KK6CPN
Paul, W6UHF
Scott, WB3KIX
Joel, KD6DTS
Vicki, KI6RCV
Randy, KF6RJS
Richard, WE6V

Art, KN6SSP (guest)
John (no call-guest)
Brendon, NK6M (guest)

Will, KO6IWT (guest)
Tim, KG6TAL (guest)

President John, K6JRO, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, welcomed
everyone and asked Robin, KG6ZYQ, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. There
were thirty-three members present according to the sign-in sheet and five
guests. John asked members and guests to introduce themselves.

Reading of Minutes: Secretary Scott, N6CIC, the minutes from last
month’s meeting were presented to the membership in the READOUT prior
to the meeting. There were no corrections or additions. Wally, KK6CPN,
made a motion to approve the minutes, with a second by Jason, KA6TIO.
The club approved the minutes unanimously.

President John, K6JRO, reported that there was a Board meeting prior to
this meeting to update banking approval signatures, and he and Brendon,
NK6M, will give a presentation on portable power later in the meeting.

Vice-President Brian, KN6QFF, stated that John, K6JRO, and Brendon,
NK6M, will be presenting a program pertaining to field day/portable power
and battery operations. At the June meeting, Jason, KA6TIO, and Vicki,
KJ6RCV, will give a presentation on our upcoming field day with band plans,
logistics, and other information. We are still in need of presentations for
later in the year.

Treasurer Scott Johnson, KN6RKY, presented the monthly treasurer’s
report which included a donation by Lucian for repairs to the Mt. Oso site.
Scott, KN60OV, made a motion to approve the report, and after a second by
Eva, KM6BIP, the club approved the Treasurer’s report.

Sergeant at Arms Robin, KG6ZYQ, stated there will be a split-the-pot
raffle at the break. Also, we will raffle a 40-10 meter end-fed antenna
donated by Randy, KF6RJS.



Joining SARA:
We are taking
membership
applications for
2025

One-year dues are
$30.00 for
individuals, or
$45.00 for a family.
To join, fill out the
registration form in
this newsletter and
bring it to any SARA
meeting.

Club Trustee Lucian, KF6NPG, reported on his work trip to Mt. Oso on
April 22. He did maintenance and cleaning up work, including repairing the
loose siding on the building. He reset the 440 repeater which had noise
issues and checked the Mesh. The Mesh is working and he could see other
stations. More can be done once the dish is installed on the tower at 3705
Oakdale Road. While he was on Mt. Oso Lucian looked over the property for
locations to install the solar panels. Equipment purchased from the grant is
starting to arrive.

Lucian gave an overview of the AREDN (Amateur Radio Emergency Data
Network) Mesh system and its uses to backup commercial networks. It can
be used for VOIP communication running on RaspberryPI, smart phones, and
PC’s and can also be used with camera equipment.

Lucian’s follow up plans are to work on the 220 MHz repeater which is not
working, and to deal with repairs to the downtown 145.110 repeater.

Board Members: Mark, N6ARP, Dick, WSAAL, Cheryl, KK6GIM, and
Scott, KN60OV were present: Dick, W8AAL, reported the “StanJoaquin
Swap Meet and Picnic” is beginning to shape up with a new location at the
Ripon Grange Hall, 827 Ripon Avenue, being considered. SARA member,
Eric Lehmann, KO6HYL, is vice-president of the Ripon Grange and is present
at our meeting today. The anticipated date is Saturday, September 6.

ARES: Wally, KK6CPN, reported the next ARES meeting will be on June 12,
and everyone is invited to attend. You never know when we will have an
emergency, and everyone needs to be prepared.

Community Events: Wally, KK6CPN, stated the Regaldo Road Race is
scheduled for June 7™ and is fully staffed. The Walk to End Alzheimer is
scheduled for September 13th.

Weather Officer: Randy, KF6RIJS, reported on the weather forecast. The
outlook for the near future is expected to be nice. No rain is in the forecast.

Old Business: None.
New Business: None.

Break: There was a 15-minute break. The evening’s split-the-pot raffle
winner was Tim Clement, KG6TAL, who donated his half back to the club.
Split-the pot generated $91 for the club. Congratulations and thank you
Tim! Gene, W6QFU, won the 40-10 meter antenna. Congratulations Gene
and thank you Randy. Your donation raised $60 for the club. Gene also
won an ARRL key chain, and so did James, KK6ILX. Elias, KN6GZW, won a
2025 Field Day hat.

Thank you to all members and guests who continuously participated in our
monthly fund-raising raffles. Your generosity is appreciated.

Presentation: John, K6JRO, and Brendon, NK6M, gave an excellent
presentation on “Portable Power Solutions for Amateur Radio.” Amateurs in
the past used gasoline generators to provide portable power for events like
Field Day. The ability to access portable power is especially important for
field operations at remote locations, in case of emergency situations, and for



Weather
Report,
Randy, KF6RJS

events like POTA and Field Day. There are many challenges with remote
operations including limited space, weight constraints, and weather
variability. Bulky and noisy generators can be replaced by solar power and
batteries. Solar panels are a source of renewable energy, are eco-friendly,
but are weather dependent. Any solar set-up needs a solar panel, a charge
controller, and deep cycle batteries. An inverter must added if AC power is
needed. A 200 watt solar panel with charge controller is available on
Amazon for about $190. Deep cycle batteries can be lead-acid, AGM, or
LiFePo.

A number of issues need to be considered in planning for remote operations.
These include calculation of power needs in watt-hours, battery capacity and
run-time, proper maintenance and storage, and safety precautions.

Meeting Adjournment: John, K6JRO, adjourned the meeting at 8:28 PM
after a motion by Randy, KF6RJS and a second by Dick, W8AAL. The next
meeting will be on Tuesday, June 17, 2025 (7:00 pm to 8:00 pm) and will
be a face-to-face meeting. The location is the Stanislaus County Office of
Emergency Services, 3705 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA.

Minutes by Scott, N6CIC, Club Secretary.

Weather report from Randy, KF6RJS

The following report was filed by SARA club weather officer Randy, KF6RJS.
Data was collected from his home QTH in North Modesto:

The weather has been awesome so far. We had one hot day over a 100 and
that was on Saturday, May 31st. I had a 101.1 at my home. Here is what
is going to be Monday, June 16th through Monday, June 23™: 85 to 96 for
high’s and 55 to 61 for lows and clear skies. I hope the summer stays this
way! But we will wait and see what happens.

73 Randy Spindler, KF6RJS.
Weather Officer

Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces us up, snow is
exhilarating; there is really no such thing as bad weather, only different
kinds of good weather.

John Ruskin
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STANISLAUS AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
P.0.BOX 4601, MODESTO, CA 95352-4601
www.saraclub.net
Treasury Report May 20, 2025

April 16, 2025 to May 20, 2025
BEGINNING BALANCE: $11,896.56
INCOME:
Membership Dues - (cash/check) $30.00
Member Donations (cash/check) $0.00
Split-The-Pot $98.00 John WEPY (gave his winnings back to club)
Radio/Equipment Raffle $60.00 John W6EPY & Brian AKEMA
Square - Auto Deposit - Dues $0.00 (net of Square fees)
Square - Auto Deposit - Donations $0.00 (net of Square fees) KO6HYL, KN6VOG
ITOTAL INCOME: $188.00|square - Auto Deposit $0.00
Deposit Tri-Counties Bank $188.00
EXPENSES:
Moeller Mt. Oso $80.00 (Ck #1178) - May Site Rent (5-1-2025)
PG&E $75.94 (EFT) - Mt Oso Utilities-29 days (5-13-2025)
Secretary of State $20.00 (EFT) - "Statement of Information" filing (5-13-2025)
|TOTAL EXPENSES: $175.94|

** Tri-Counties Bank

Ending Bank Balance: $11,908.62 as of May 20, 2025

Field Day Fund: $1,890.71 (included in ending bank balance)
Equipment Fund: $4,746.82 (included in ending bank balance)

General Fund: I $5,271.09|(inc|uded in ending bank balance)

May 20, 2025

.
% N
Treasurer: Q\\Xxy
(

2025 Membership - 1 Honorary / 73 Paid Members
2026 Membership - 1 Honorary / 3 Paid Members

Member Paid Donations (for goods /services)
Lucian (KF6NPG) $57.04 Repeater cooling fans/siding repairs




ARES

Wally, KK6CPN
Emergency
Coordinator,
Stanislaus County

Ham Cram

John, K6JRO Ham
Cram coordinator

Swap Shop

Stanislaus County ARES Report

Hello everyone

I would like to thank Scott, KN6RKY and his Regalado
Road Race crew for and excellent job this past weekend.
We have one event left for the year and Lucian, KF6NPG
will be handling sign-ups. I again would like to remind
all SARA members you are welcome to come out to our
second Saturday of the month ARES meeting and
trainings.

For now, that all, 73 Jim (Wally) Walsh, KK6CPN

Emergency Coordinator, Stanislaus Co.

T ARES® operates under the authority of the Stanislaus
EI:.LSLE County Office of Emergency Services (OES), and the
FAILS..V [/ Stanislaus County Assistant Director for OES. ARES® is
organized under the auspices of the American Radio Relay
League, the San Joaquin Valley Section Manager, and the

)l San Joaquin Valley Section District Emergency Coordinator.
WWW.ARRL.ORG (Qperational control is under the Stanislaus County OES.

If you are interested in joining Stanislaus

ARES, go to the Stanislaus ARES website ((=)) AMATEUR ((=))
(www.stanares.org ) and click on the Join RADIO

ARES tab. There is formation on how to join EMERGENCY
and the membership forms to complete are

available there. Please check in on the ARES COMMUNICATIONS

voice radio net very Wednesday at 7:30 pm on

the 145.390 - pl. 136.5 S.A.R.A. repeater. There is also an unproto Packet
radio net during the voice net on 144.910 via the SARA node. The monthly
training meeting is at 10:00am on the second Saturday of the month at
3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA. Meeting dates and times can change due
to operational needs. Please check the web site for updates.

Ham Cram Information

Due to low enrollment, the ARES organization will no longer be offering ham
crams. Instead, we will offer material and guidance to anyone who wants
to earn or upgrade their license. Information is available on the

. Testing will be offered before the SARA club meeting at 6:00pm
on the third Tuesday of the month.

If you have any questions, please email John Otte, K6JRO at

Swap Shop: Ham Radio related equipment for
sale

Butternut HF-6V antenna with radials. This antenna covers 80, 40, 30,
20, 15, and 10m. I also have the components to add 17 and 12m.
$250.00. If interested please contact Mark Carter, KIGHOB at



Featured Article: Field Day!

Featured
Article

ATTENTION SARA CLUB

ARRL FIELD DAY
RADIG;

Final Pre Field Day Update 2025

Hello all! This is the final Pre Field Day update for 2025 (or should be @).
As I type this article, June 13, 2025, we're 15 days, 02 hours, and 19
seconds from the beginning of the Field Day operating period. Vicki and I
are looking forward to a great weekend with all who can come up.

There are still two campsites available in the F loop (F3 & F5) if there are
any late folks who want to snag one. Check the Lake McClure website for
more information.

I'm going to repeat this information from the last update with some new
details:
¢ The entrance station will be manned so campers can get their tags
for their reserved sites and day use folks can get their passes.
e The entrance station no longer accepts cash (confirmed). All fees
must be paid by credit card. You can pay there or go online at
to purchase your day
pass. Just print it out to show them at the gate. Fees remain the
same for day use (Regular fee, $10. Seniors and Military, $9)

¢ NEW! The fireworks show will not take place on the weekend of June
28™, It will be taking place the following weekend on July 5. The
downside is we won't be treated to a great fireworks show while
we’re operating, but the upside is we won’t have to fork out the extra
fee for that one day, and we won't be dealing with vehicles and tons
of people passing through our area on the way to the point.

¢ NEW! A club member has contacted us to let us know they are
unable to attend Field Day this year. They had previously purchased
a campsite for 6/26 - 6/29/25 not realizing it conflicted with other
plans they had. They have generously donated their spot for the use
of the club. As the club already has a campsite, C19, we are opening




Community
Events

up the use of the donated site to any club member who wishes to
camp and participate in field day activities. Note: the site can be
used for all or part of the reserved time.

If interested, please contact us at the email noted below. Details
for accessing the site and site number will be provided on a first
come, first served basis.

We are done collecting the prizes for the Saturday night drawing and will be
giving away some more Field Day swag at Monday night’'s meeting Split
the Pot raffle. (Yes folks, don’t forget the meeting night has been
changed to the third Monday of the month at 7 PM for the next 4
month!! Same Bat Time, same Bat Location!)

At the meeting on Monday, we will be going over a brief history and
purpose of Field Day, band assignments, final details, announcements, and
any questions. We'll also be doing a head count of everyone attending for
purchasing the food and have a sigh-up sheet for the potluck. Please keep
in mind it will be hot so please make sure the dish you sign up for can be
stored safely.
For those interested in current lake conditions as of Friday June 13, 2025:
e Lake level is 855.43 feet above sea level and rising. This is close to
what it was last year at this time.
e 92% of full capacity.
e 945,344-acre feet in storage now with a total capacity of 1,024,600
AF.

A few other links:

General info:

Virtual tour (about 4 minutes in is where C loop begins and turns through F
loop):

MID Rules:

Rates:

As always, any questions plus interest in using the donated camp site can be
directed to: or contact us at the June 16%™
meeting.

73 All,
Jason KAG6TIO, and Vicki KIGRCV

Community Events:

June

Saturday 7" Regaldo Road Race

Saturday 14" ARES Meeting 10a-12p
Monday 16" SARA Meeting 7p-8p

Friday through Sunday (28" - 29t) Field Day
www.arrl.org/field-day

July
Saturday 12t ARES Meeting 10a-12p
Monday 14% SARA Meeting 7p-8p



August
Saturday 9" ARES Meeting 10a-12p
Monday 18% SARA Meeting 7p-8p

September
Saturday 6" ARES Meeting 10a-12p
Monday 15% SARA Meeting 7p-8p

October

Saturday 18" ARES Meeting 10-12p
Friday-Sunday (17-19) Pacificon San Ramon
Marriot

Monday 20" SARA Meeting 7p-8p

November
Saturday 8™ ARES Meeting 10a-12p
Tuesday 18" SARA Meeting 7p-8p

December
Saturday 13" ARES meeting 10a-12p
Tuesday 16" SARA meeting 7p-8p

Local Nets Local Nets:

S.A.R.A. operates several repeaters.

These are located on Mt. Oso in Patterson, CA:
145.390 - pl 136.5

224.140 - pl 136.5

440.225 +pl 136.5

51.800 - pl 136.5

e Digital node 144.910, digipeater name “SARA”.
e 145.110 - pl 136.5 is a low-level repeater located in Modesto, CA.

All SARA nets meet on the 145.390 - pl 136.5 repeater except where noted.
SARA Club net is every Tuesday (except the 3™ Tuesday) at 7:30pm.

The morning traffic and information net meets Monday through Friday from
7:00am to about 8:00am.

The Geezer net (It is not about age; it is all about attitude) meets each
weekday morning 9:00am to 9:30am.

The Ladies Chit Chat net has moved to every Thursday at 8:00pm for YL's.

The Stanislaus County ARES net meets every Wednesday at 7:30pm.
The Space net meets every Friday at 8:00pm




Officers and

Board
Member

S.A.R.A. meets (temporarily) the third Monday (except July where it will be
the second Monday) at 7:00pm at 3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA 95357.
The club website is www.saraclub.net .

The Stanislaus County ARES generally meets the First Saturday of the
month at 10:00am at 3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA 95357. Meetings
can be changed due to training requirements please check the web site for
current information. The web site is www.stanares.org.

Turlock Amateur Radio Club (W6BXN) weekly club net meets every Tuesday
(except the 2" Tuesday) at 7:00pm on 147.030 + pl 100 or 447.700 + pl
94.8.

TARC meets the second Tuesday at 7:00pm at the Salvation Army 893
Lander, Turlock, CA.

Merced ARES has a weekly net on Mondays at 7:00pm on the TARC
repeaters. They have a monthly meeting the third Wednesday at 6:00pm
at The Pizza Factory 3146 G Street #147 Merced, CA 95340.

San Joaquin Valley Section ARES Net every Sunday at 7:00 pm on the TARC
repeaters.

TARC web site is www.w6bxn.org and Merced ARES is www.mercedares.org

2025 SARA Club Officers and Board Members

Officers:

President John Otte, K6JRO

Vice President: Brian Esser, KN6QFF
Secretary Scott Griffin, N6CIC
Treasurer Scott Johnson, KN6RKY
Sergeant at Arms Robin Axton, KG6ZYQ

Board Members:

Richard Aal, WSAAL

Cheryl Niles, KK6GIM

Scott Daniels, KN60OOV

Mark Price, N6ARP (past-president)

Club Trustee: Lucian Thomas, KF6NPG

Committees/Workgroups:
Club Technician: Patrick Dunbar, KG6AZZ
Readout Editor: John Otte, K6JRO
Community Events: Jim (Wally) Walsh, KK6CPN
Stanislaus County ARES:
Emergency Coordinator: Jim (Wally) Walsh, KK6CPN
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Local Area Frequencies

Name Frequency Off set Tx Tone Description
VHF Call 146.520 none none VHF Simplex
VHF Local 147.540 none none Local VHF Simplex
SARA Hi 145.390 - (negative) 136.5 SARA VHF Mt. Oso
SARA Lo 145.110 - (negative) 136.5 SARA VHF Downtown Modesto
MMC 146.355 + (positive) 156.7 Memorial Hospital Modesto
TARC 147.030 + (positive) 100.0 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Mt. Bullion
TARC 147.000 + (positive) 100.0 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Turtle Dome
Yosemite National Park
CARS 145.170 - (negative) 100.0 Calaveras Amateur Radio Society Fowler Peak
Stockton 147.165 + (positive) 107.2 Stockton Delta ARC Sierra Nevada Mountains
Lodi 147.090 + (positive) 114.8 Lodi Amateur Radio Club
Manteca 146.985 - (negative) 100.0 Manteca Amateur Radio Club Manteca Water
Tower
TCARES 145.290 - (negative) 100.0 Tuolumne County Amateur Radio and
Electronics Society Moccasin
UHF Call 446.000 No offset No tone UHF simplex
SARA 440.225 + (positive) 136.5 SARA UHF Mt. Oso
TARC 444.700 + (positive) 94.8 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Mt. Bullion
TARC 440.300 + (positive) 94.8 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Kings Canyon
Sequoia
CARS 441.0375 | + (positive) 151.4 Calaveras Amateur Radio Society Bear Valley
(Mt. Reba)
CARS 441.875 + (positive) 100.0 CARS Summit level Arnold linked to 145.170
Stockton 442.250 + (positive) 107.2 Stockton Delta ARC Sierra Nevada Mountains
SARA 224.140 - (negative) 136.5 SARA 220 Mt. Oso
TARC 224.960 - (negative) 156.7 Turlock Amateur Radio Club 220 Mt. Bullion

SARA
Stockton
TCARES

TARC
Manteca

Lodi www.lodiarc.net

As of January 27, 2023
CARS vhf frequency corrected, and Lodi added January 27, 2023
For further information please refer to each radio club’s web site:

CARS

11




STANISLAUS AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION (SARA) MEMBERSHIP FORM

Check One: New Member  Renewing Member  Family Membership

NAME: CALLSIGN:
ARRL Member:(Yes) (No)

ADDRESS: CITY:
ZIP: PHONE: Home Cell:
E-Mail:

ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS AT SAME ADDRESS:

NAME: CALL SIGN: ARRL: (Yes) (No)
e-mail

NAME: CALL SIGN: ARRL: (Yes) (No)
e-mail

NAME: CALL SIGN: ARRL: (Yes) (No)
e-mail

NAME: CALL SIGN: ARRL: (Yes) (No)
e-mail

TOTAL DUES PAID: Date:

One-year membership dues are $30.00 (if paid by cash, check, or money order). Family Dues are $45 and is

the same for all methods of payment.

Note: Bring membership form to SARA Meeting or Mail to: SARA Club, P.O. Box 4601, Modesto, CA

95352-4601
April 3, 2021
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