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A Message from Club President 
John Otte, K6JRO 
Welcome to another edition of The Readout. 
 
It is not uncommon for me to begin this column quotations.  So, allow me 
to give two: “Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.”—
Albert Einstein.  
 
So, with respect to amateur radio, what are your goals and ambitions for 
2026?  Is this not what drives you?  As many of you know, this hobby has 
been the foundation of life.  In fact, aside from by faith, it is all I know as a 
child: club meetings, ARES events, Field Day, it drove my family’s calendar.  
As members of the SARA club, you should be proud for the long heritage of 
this organization—50 years!  This year the National Association for Amateur 
Radio is launching a year-long celebration that highlights the institutions 
that promote our hobby—radio clubs.  Congratulations SARA, you are 50 
years old!  So, this year, let’s celebrate this longevity and honor those that 
came before us and founded this amazing organization.  
 
The 50 years this club has experienced is, I would argue, unusual.  I recall 
as a child in the mid 70s my grandfather (WB4AMY, SK) being a founding 
member of a club in Memphis, TN and my father (WA4BOT) having to close 
that club in the mid 1980s due to inactivity (this was not unusual).  It was 
painful for them and the number one question they asked was always about 
the youth.  That is, “how do we get young ones involved?”   
 
This question has never left my mind which is why I encouraged my 
daughter, Samaire, K6SBO to get her license when she was seven (ok, 
almost eight).  Well, let’s be honest, she will be 20 in March and, truth be 
told, does not have much interest in amateur radio but, neither did I at 20!  
However, the foundation is there and her understanding of our hobby is 
clear: When all else fails, we are the last resort.  The seed has been 
planted.  It is our job (as a club) to nurture it.   
 
As for my second quotation, Craig D. Lounsbrough M.Div. wrote, “Any new 
beginning is forged from the shards of the past, not from the abandonment 
of the past.”  In this spirit I have provided an article from DX Engineering 
On All Bands below focusing on the youth in Ham Radio.  It is a fascinating 
read, and I hope you enjoy it.   
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Write for The 
Readout: 
If anyone has 
information that 
they want included 
in The Readout 
please submit to the 
editor 
k6jro@arrl.net.   

 

Please try and have 
the information or 
articles to the editor 
by the 30th of each 
month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you look to 2026 reflect on the past, prepare for the future and 
encourage our youth to continue our legacy.   
 
73 de K6JRO 
John Otte 
SARA Club President 
Readout Editor  

Minutes from the December meeting 
 

Stanislaus Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 4601 Modesto, CA 95352 

www.saraclub.net  
December 16, 2025 
Club Meeting Minutes  

(Meeting held at 3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA) 
 

Attendance (via sign in sheet) 
Scott, KN6OOV  John, W6PY   Paul W6UHF 
Dick, W8AAL   Cheryl, KK6GJM  Scott, WB3KJX 
Ed, KF6FIR   Robin, KG6ZYQ  Gene, W6QFU 
Scott, KN6RKY  John, K6JRO   Derrill, W7LTM 
Lucian, KF6NPG  Randy, KF6RJS  Robbie, KN6VOG 
Mark, N6ARP   Richard, W6DU  Brendon, NK6M 
Richard, WE6V  Brian, KN6QFF  Robert, KD6BNY 
Vicki, KJ6RCV   Scott, N6CIC   Michael, AG6JX 
Jason, KA6TIO  Greg, KO6GIL   Alex, KO6HPZ 
Catherine (guest-call pending) 
 
President John, K6JRO, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, welcomed 
everyone and began the meeting by asking Robin, KG6ZYQ, to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  There were 26 members and one guest present 
according to the sign-in sheet.  John asked members and guests to 
introduce themselves.  The club congratulated Greg, KO6GIL, for passing his 
general class and Catherine for passing her technician class.  
 
Reading of Minutes: Secretary Scott, N6CIC, the minutes from last 
month’s meeting were presented to the membership in the READOUT prior 
to the meeting.  There were no corrections.  Ed, KF6FIR made a motion to 
approve the minutes, with a second by Dick, W8AAL.  The club approved the 
minutes unanimously.  
 
President John, K6JRO, for election nominees, all the officers and board 
members have agreed to serve again in 2026, but we still need a Field Day 
Coordinator for 2026.  A vote for the nominees was conducted in Old 
Business (see below).  
 
Vice-President Brian, KN6QFF, a list of possible presentations for 2026 is 
now available.  Alex, KO6HPZ, agreed to present “Meshtastic” at the March 
meeting.  
 
Treasurer Scott Johnson, KN6RKY, presented the monthly treasurer’s 
report with an ending bank balance of $9,631.98.  Randy, KF6RJS, made a 
motion to approve the report, and after a second by John, W6PY, the club 
approved the Treasurer’s report.  
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Joining SARA: 
We are taking 
membership 
applications for 
2026 
.   
One-year dues are 
$30.00 for 
individuals, or 
$45.00 for a family.  
To join, fill out the 
registration form in 
this newsletter and 
bring it to any SARA 
meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant at Arms Robin, KG6ZYQ, stated there will be a 50:50 raffle at 
the break and everyone has brought various desserts to share at the break. 
Greg and Catherine donated a Yeti Cup to include in the raffle.  

Club Trustee Lucian, KF6NPG, gave the following equipment report: 
Mt. Oso equipment: 

• 145.390 High level VHF (primary club repeater) PL. 136.5  
• 440.225 High level UHF (both analog and digital C4FM fusion) pl 

136.5 
• 224.140 High level 220 Pl 136.5 
• 145.110 Low level VHF located downtown Modesto 
• 462.550 High Level GMRS repeater Pl 136.5 on both TX and RX.  Not 

currently in operation, a future project.  

All the equipment on Mt. Oso had been working as it should, until Friday 
December 4.  As far as I can determine the equipment went off the air 
around 0700 hrs.    

• Things had been working after the solar installation (approximately 2 
½ weeks). 

• The low-level repeater downtown was not affected. 
• I contacted Mark N6ARP and he contacted Scott KN6OOV and we 

arranged to make the trip up to the repeater site on Saturday 
morning.  All the equipment was back on the air by 0900 hrs.  

What Happened? *Remember, we are not experts on solar systems, and we 
are learning as we go*. 

• We believe that the batteries did not get a full charge from the solar 
panels and voltage dropped too low to engage the transfer switch to 
commercial power. 

• We changed some settings so the transfer switch should switch over 
as intended.  We also changed some wiring to the transfer switch. 

• We also connected the top solar panels with the jumper cable.  All 6 
panels are now connected.  

• We connected the 12-volt batteries to the system as a temporary 
back up to ensure the transfer switch will engage when needed. 

• All the equipment is working off the solar system except for the 
power supply for the 12-volt Battle Born and Dakota batteries and 
building lights. 

• As Scott, KN6RYK, reported we saved about $25.00 to $30.00 on our 
electrical bill with about 15 days of the billing cycle with the solar 
system on. 

• We are working on setting up the remote monitoring.  We did set up 
an outside antenna, but we still could not get a connection.  Mark, 
N6ARP, will have the GlobalLink for trouble shooting.  

• We want to get this up and working as soon as we can.  That way we 
can monitor the system and set up trouble alarms as needed. 

• When at the repeater site we can check the system via Bluetooth. 
• On Sunday December 14, 2025, I took the Winsystem techs up to the 

repeater site so they could install a star link internet system.  They 
were successful and the Winsystem on Oso is now fully connected to 
their system.  There may be an opportunity to connect to their 
internet.  They are open to it, and we want to see how it works over 
the next month or so.  
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• The weather was very sunny, and the temperature was probably in 
the 70’s. 

We have two digipeaters located in the Bureau of Reclamation box 

• 144.910 SARA node and it is in working order. 
• 145.070 SARA node and it was discovered to not be working last 

week.  I did try and reset it, but it did not correct the problem.  Radio 
was making a humming sound and maybe is going out.  Patrick, 
KG6AZZ, tried sending some traffic.  We could see the xmit and rx 
lights blink but no traffic passed.  

• Next trip up I will take a spare radio and TNC.  We also want to set 
up a battery backup for the packet system with the Battle Born 
battery.  We have all the equipment to make that work. 

• The 220 repeater seems a little weak.  Will want to test it and the 
antenna next trip up.  I did make contact (on a mobile) with Brett, 
N5NPD, on Keyes Road and we sounded a little scratchy. 

ARES: Ed, KF6FIR, reported that ARES events for 2026 have been 
scheduled.  

Community Events: Ed, KF6FIR, noted the next event is the Snelling 
Road Race, 2-28-2026, and more volunteers are needed. Scott, N6CIC, and 
Brian, KN6QRR, both volunteered.  

Board Members: Mark, N6ARP, Dick, W8AAL, Cheryl, KK6GJM, and 
Scott, KN6OOV were present, and there was no report.  
 
Weather Officer: Randy, KF6RJS, reported there will be possible rain later 
in the week.  So far in December we have had 1.0 inch of rain and there was 
1.0 inch of rain in November.  We are below average rainfall for the season. 
There were 31 lightning strikes in our area in November.  
 
Old Business: President John, K6JRO, asked for a motion to approve the 
slate of officers and board members by acclamation.  A motion was made by 
Ed, KF6FIR, and with a second by Scott, KN6OOV, and the club approved the 
motion by acclamation.  
 
New Business: Lucian, KF6NPG, gave the following report on the Pacific 
Division Town Hall, held on  
December 14, 2025: 
 
John Litz NZ6Q—Newly elected Pacific Division Director 
1. Introduced leadership team, including Vice director Carol KP4MD. 
2. He thanked everyone for voting, whether you voted for him or Bob. 
3. Focusing on Year of the Club.  Check January QST for more information 

and upcoming events.  John encouraged everyone to get involved in a 
club, serve as a club officer, or member of a committee.  Work in the 
club’s community events. 

4. The league is working on a book of best practices for clubs. 
5. Will recognize clubs with articles in QST: 

o Recognize various club officers and club members 
o Newsletters 
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§ Programs such as School presentations (STEM or 
STEAM), POTA’s, Contests, Field Day, and Testing 
Sessions/Ham Crams. 

§ Community Service includes Parades, Bike Rides, and 
Walks. 

o Working with local agencies 
o There is a Pacific Division Discord Server Invitation to ARRL 

Pacific Division Discord Server https://discord.gg/m435mwv6 
6. Steve KK6JTB SM for SJV and John NZS6Q will coordinate W1AW/6 as it 

tours California.  Will set up a google sheets program for locations and 
dates to sign up to operate under that call sign.  Will start touring 
around April 1, 2026. 

7. At January Board of Directors meeting they will pick the new (Board 
President, VP’s, etc.) 

8. Will look at making all the ARRL elections an electronic vote process.  In 
the recent Pacific Division election most, votes were cast electronically.  
There are big savings to do this.  For example, mailing out ballots to all 
league members in the Pacific Division costs around $5,000.  They will 
also look at adjusting the election cycle to increase the opportunity for 
more members to run and campaign for positions. 

9. They are working on the 2026 budget, no details yet. 
10.  Thanks to everyone who sent in letters of the bill to restrict HOA 

restrictions on amateur radio antennas.  Tens of thousands of letters 
have been sent in.  Still time to send one in (ASAP) if you have not 
already done so.  Do not have to be a league member to send a letter in.  
They think there is a good chance this will pass. 

11. Watch for an FCC order to increase 60 meters band use.  There will still 
be some specific channels, but additional bandwidth.  Information in an 
ARRL letter and/or QST once FCC formally approves. 

12. If you have any ideas or concerns for the ARRL Board let John know and 
he will bring them up.  Next board meeting in February or March.  His 
email is nz6q@arrl.org  

 
Break: There was a 15-minute break. The evening’s split-the-pot raffle 
winner was Scott, KN6OOV.  Split-the-pot generated $155 with Scott 
donating his half back to the club.  Thank you, Scott! Lucian, KF6NPG, won 
the Yeti cup.  

Thank you to all members and guests who donated equipment, and who 
continuously participated in our monthly fund-raising raffles. Your generosity 
is appreciated. 

Presentation: Greg, KO6GIL gave an excellent presentation on how to 
work with emergency dispatch. The 911 system was first used in Alabama in 
1968. CAD or Computer Aided Dispatch is a Windows and Cloud based 
system with capability of high accuracy locations to cell phone calls-within a 
few feet. If you can’t make a voice call, then text. Following are the type of 
questions a dispatcher may ask in response to a call about an incident: 
 

1. Location of incident? 
2. What is going on? 
3. How long ago did it happen? 
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4. Is anyone hurt or injured? 
5. Who did it? 
6. Are they armed? If so with what? 
7. Where are they now? Which way did they go? 
8. Description of the suspect and vehicle.  
9. Your name and phone number. 

 
Regarding a vehicle description as much as possible is important: color, 
year, make/model, body style, license plate information, state, and any 
other description.  
 
In 2023, Greg’s agency in the Bay Area logged 304,156  calls made and 
received of which 88,148 calls were from 911.  
 
Thanks to Greg for a very informative presentation on the role of dispatch in 
the vitally important 911 system.  

Meeting Adjournment: John, K6JRO, adjourned the meeting at about 8:30 
PM after a motion by Scott, KN6OOV, and a second by Randy, KF6RJS.  The 
next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 (7:00 pm to 8:00 pm) 
and will be a face-to-face meeting.  The location is the Stanislaus County 
Office of Emergency Services, 3705 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA. 

Minutes by Scott, N6CIC, Club Secretary. 
 

Weather report from Randy, KF6RJS 
 
The following report was filed by SARA club weather officer Randy, KF6RJS.  
Data was collected from his home QTH in North Modesto: 
 
The weather from Monday the 19th thru Sunday the 25th: the high is going 
to be 57 to 59 with the lows on Sunday the 25th 42 to 44 with partly sunny 
skies.  And look out for Fog!  As of for rain: I am at 2.33" year 4.19.  Our 
seasonal rain is 12.17".  We need an additional 7.88” to get to seasonal.  I 
am off.  My old weather stopped working on November 20th, 2025.  So, I 
have rain from 2025 to January 2026.  So, I am off some rain. I don't know 
by how much.  For the Traffic, Weather & Information net: I do it on 
Monday, Thursday & Friday and Eva does it on Tuesday & Wednesday.  
 
Everybody have a great week. 73's. God Bless. 
 
73 Randy Spindler, KF6RJS. 
Weather Officer 
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ARES 

Wally, KK6CPN 
Emergency 
Coordinator, 
Stanislaus County 

 

 

 

 

Treasure report from the December meeting 
 

 

Stanislaus County ARES Report 
 
No report filed for this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANISLAUS AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
           P.O.BOX 4601, MODESTO, CA 95352-4601

www.saraclub.net
               Treasury Report December 16, 2025

November 18, 2025 to December 16, 2025

BEGINNING BALANCE: $9,953.38

INCOME:
Membership Dues - (cash/check) $195.00
Member Donations (cash/check) $5.00
Split-The-Pot $128.00 John W6PY donated his winnings back to club
Radio/Equipment Raffle $135.00 Eric KO6HYL
Square -  Auto Deposit - Dues $216.66 (net of Square fees)
Square -  Auto Deposit - Donations $116.52 (net of Square fees)
Ham Cram $75.00 Collection of ARRL Fees

TOTAL INCOME: $871.18 Square - Auto Deposit $333.18

Deposit Tri-Counties Bank $538.00
EXPENSES:
Moeller Mt. Oso $80.00 (Ck #1192) - December Site Rent (12-1-2025)
PG&E $55.24 (EFT) - Mt Oso Utilities-33 days (12-15-2025)
Reimburse Mark N6ARP $56.32 (Ck #1194) solar project - LTE antenna (12-8-2025)
Reimburse Scott KN6OOV $417.50 (Ck #1196) solar project - Supplies & Hardware (12-15-2025)

Solar Town $182.52 solar project - (2) Swival Tee-Fittings (11-18-2025)
Philadelphis Insurance $276.00 (EFT) Liability Insurance (11-24-2025)
Bureau of Reclamation $50.00 (Ck #1193) - Annual Use Agreement (12-1-2025)
ARRL $75.00 (Ck #1195) Ham Cram Fees (12-9-2025)

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,192.58

** Tri-Counties Bank
      Ending Bank Balance: $9,631.98 as of December 16, 2025

Field Day Fund: $1,459.03 (included in ending bank balance)
Equipment Fund: $3,089.07 (included in ending bank balance)

General Fund: $5,083.88 (included in ending bank balance)

Treasurer: December 16, 2025

_______________________________________
2026 Membership - 1 Honorary / 22 Paid Members

Member Cash Donations: KK6CPN, KF6NPG

Member Paid Donations (for goods / services):
Lucian KF6NPG Mouse Bait, Extension cords $52.12
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ARES® operates under the authority of the Stanislaus 
County Office of Emergency Services (OES), and the 
Stanislaus County Assistant Director for OES.  ARES® is 
organized under the auspices of the American Radio Relay 
League, the San Joaquin Valley Section Manager, and the 
San Joaquin Valley Section District Emergency Coordinator. 
Operational control is under the Stanislaus County OES. 

 
If you are interested in joining Stanislaus 
ARES, go to the Stanislaus ARES website 
(www.stanares.org ) and click on the Join 
ARES tab.  There is formation on how to join 
and the membership forms to complete are 
available there.  Please check in on the ARES 
voice radio net very Wednesday at 7:30 pm on 
the 145.390 – pl. 136.5 S.A.R.A. repeater.  There is also an unproto Packet 
radio net during the voice net on 144.910 via the SARA node.  The monthly 
training meeting is at 10:00am on the second Saturday of the month at 
3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA.  Meeting dates and times can change due 
to operational needs.  Please check the web site for updates. 

 

Swap Shop: Ham Radio related equipment for 
sale 
 
Butternut HF-6V antenna with radials. This antenna covers 80, 40, 30, 
20, 15, and 10m.  I also have the components to add 17 and 12m.  
$250.00.  If interested please contact Mark Carter, KI6HOB at 
carter1956@att.net  
 
Comet M-24B mag mount antenna with BNC connector - $40.  If 
interested please contact Mark Carter, KI6HOB at carter1956@att.net  
 
Below is equipment for sale from Chip, W7AIT.  His terms of sale are: 

1. CASH IN $20 BILLS 
2. AS IS, NO WARRANTY 
3. YOU PICKUP 
4. YOU DISCONNECT CABLING, UNINSTALL, UNSCREW RACK MOUNTED 

ITEMS 
5. ***CALL ME AT 209-857-2755 IF INTERESTED***. 

1. TM-281 65 WATT, 2 METER SINGLE BAND, FM TRANSCEIVER 
WITH 136-174 MHZ FM RECEIVER, 200 CHANNEL MEMORIES, PL259 
ANTENNA CONNECTOR.  COMES MOUNTED IN STEEL HAMMOND 
CUBE CHASSIS WITH A SAMLEX 13.8 V DC METERED POWER 
SUPPLY. PRICE $200. 

2. JET-STREAM JT220M, 220 MHZ, 50 WATT, FM TRANSCEIVER 
WITH EXTRA FEATURES.  COMES WITH KEYPAD MICROPHONE, DC 
POWER CORD/CABLE.  YOU ADD 13.8 DC VOLT POWER AND 220 
MHZ ANTENNA.  PRICE $100. 

3. KEN-WOOD TM-981, FM, 15 WATT 902 MHZ HAM BAND 
TRANSCEIVER.  COMES WITH PTT MICROPHONE AND DC POWER 
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CORD/CABLE, PL259 ANTENNA CONNECTOR.  YOU ADD 13.8 DC 
VOLT POWER AND 902 MHZ ANTENNA.  RADIO SOFTWARE HAS 
ALREADY BEEN MODIFIED FOR 902 HAM FREQUENCIES. PRICE 
$160. 

4. ROLLS AM / FM MONITOR TUNER, RACK MOUNT, WITH RDS 
DISPLAY.  BUILT IN POWER SUPPLY.  NEEDS ANTENNA WITH F 
MALE CONNECTOR AND EXTERNAL AUDIO AMPLIFIER WITH SPEAKER 
SIMILAR TO FOSTEX RM-3 STEREO AMPLIFIER WITH SPEAKERS.  
PRICE $40. 

5. DENON SOLID STATE RECORDER MODEL DM-F650R.  BUILT IN 
POWER SUPPLY.  YOU ADD AUDIO LEFT / RIGHT INPUT / OUTPUT 
CABLES AND AC POWER CORD. PRICE $300. 

6. ELECRAFT XG-3 RF SIGNAL SOURCE, HAM BANDS, 160 TO 2 
METERS, 0 DBM MAXIMUM OUTPUT. BATTERY POWERED, 9 VOLT 
BATTERY. WITH RUBBER DUCK ANTENNA. PRICE $60. 

7. DELL DESKTOP TOWER PC QUAD I7 PROCESSOR WITH 
MECHANICAL DISC DRIVE 1 T BYTE.  PRICE $60. 2 EACH. WILL 
SELL ONE EACH $60 OR 2 EACH $120. 

8. SOLID STATE AUDIO RECORDER, W / EXTRAS, PONOVO M/N 
V75, 32 GB STORAGE. PRICE $20 FIRM. 

9. TVI FILTERS, BENCHER YA-1, 1,500 WATT, 1.8 TO 30 MHZ 
PASS BAND, 70 DB REJECTION ABOVE 35 MHZ. 4 EACH. WILL 
SELL INDIVIDUALLY. PRICE $40 EACH, FIRM. 

10. SAMLEX SEC 1235MR2, 13.8 VDC 30 AMP POWER SUPPLIES, 2 
EACH MOUNTED IN RACK MOUNT PANEL. YOU PROVIDE 2 
EACH AC POWER CORDS AND 2 PAIR #10 FUSED RED BLACK 
POWER OUTPUT LEADS. PRICE $240. 

 

Featured Article: Ham Radio Youth Insights: 
Bridging the Gap Between Generations of 
Operators 
By Kate Campbell, KE8LQR  
 
It’s no secret that the majority of amateur radio operators fall into one 
demographic category. This fact prompts questions that fill the forum halls 
of hamfests and often get asked of the young people who are stepping into 
the world of amateur radio: 
 
How do we get young people interested in the hobby? How do we 
KEEP young people in the hobby? 
 
But somehow, a gap between the different generations of amateur radio 
operators continues to exist. This generational divide occurs in more settings 
than just amateur radio. At school, I’ve noticed that most of my peers 
communicate with older generations very poorly and are not comfortable 
doing so. Some struggle to send emails or even ask a question during class, 
so the fact that this divide continues into the amateur radio world is no 
surprise. Fortunately, amateur radio has proven to function as a bridge 
between generations, so it’s certainly possible that we can overcome the 
generational divide that seems to dominate the hobby right now. 
 
But how do we do that? 
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In a club setting, implementing a mentorship program between older and 
younger members can help newly licensed young hams find mentors and 
other resources to propel them further in the hobby. Programs of this sort 
give older hams an opportunity to mentor the younger hams and share the 
knowledge they’ve attained through years of experience, while 
simultaneously allowing the younger hams to share their knowledge on 
potentially more modern aspects of amateur radio. This offers an 
opportunity for both generations to learn from each other. 
 
This is an important part of successfully bridging this gap, but it does take 
effort from both sides. Older hams may be stereotyped as being unopen to 
new aspects of amateur radio, declaring that everything from digital modes 
to SDR (software defined radio) is “not real amateur radio” and is ruining the 
hobby. On the flip side, young hams may be stereotyped as believing the 
older generation only operates CW with old-fashioned radios. Young people 
must be open to learning from older hams, and older hams need to be open 
to learning from younger operators. 
 
Once we do this—and push aside these stereotypes—we can start to bridge 
the generational gaps that exist in amateur radio and become one cohesive 
community. 
 

 
 
The K3LR superstation in western Pennsylvania has twice hosted the Dave 
Kalter Memorial Youth DX Adventure (YDXA), a program that has sent 
amateurs ages 12-17 to stations around the world since its founding in 
2010. Experienced mentors provide youth participants with valuable 
operating insights. (Image/DX Engineering) 
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: Here’s Katie, KE8LQR, making CW QSOs and inspiring others 
with her skill at K3LR in 2024: “Well done, Katie, super contest operation,” 
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wrote David Ayers, from England, on the DX Engineering Facebook page. 
“It’s going to take a lot more practice to get my CW back up to that 
standard.” (Image/DX Engineering) 
 
By nature, amateur radio bridges the gaps that exist between its 
enthusiasts, whether these gaps are cultural, linguistic, generational, or 
otherwise. From the first time I got on the air to now, amateur radio has 
helped me learn to interact and communicate more effectively with older 
generations (as well as my own) and has helped me become more open to 
learning from everyone around me. It has taught me that everyone has 
something to bring to the table regardless of their age, culture, or any other 
similarity or difference. It has shown me that there is no difference large 
enough between people or cultures that it should cause a divide. 
 
Reprinted from On All Bands: An Amateur Radio Blog by DX Engineering January 14, 2026.  
 

Community Events: 
 
January 
Saturday 10th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 20st SARA meeting 7p-8p 
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th Winter Field Day 
www.winterfieldday.com   
 
February 
Saturday 14th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 17th Sara Meeting 7p-8p 
Saturday, 28th Snelling Road Race 7a-3p 
 
March  
Saturday 14th ARES Meeting 10a-12p. 
Tuesday 17th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
April 
Saturday 4th Copperopolis Road Race 7a-3p 
Saturday 11th ARES Meeting 10a-12pm. 
Tuesday 21st SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
May 
Saturday 9th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Friday 15th- Sunday 17th Dayton Hamvention 
Tuesday 19th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
June 
Saturday 13th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 16th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
Friday through Sunday (26th-28th) Field Day 
www.arrl.org/field-day 
 
July 
Saturday 11th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 21th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
August 
Saturday 8th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
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Tuesday 18th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
September 
Saturday 12th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 15th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
October 
Saturday 10th ARES Meeting 10-12p 
Friday-Sunday (16-18) Pacificon San Ramon 
Marriot 
Tuesday 20th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
November 
Saturday 14th ARES Meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 17th SARA Meeting 7p-8p 
 
December 
Saturday 12th ARES meeting 10a-12p 
Tuesday 15th SARA meeting 7p-8p 
 

      

Local Nets: 
S.A.R.A. operates several repeaters. 
These are located on Mt. Oso in Patterson, CA: 
145.390 – pl 136.5 
224.140 – pl 136.5 
440.225 +pl 136.5 
51.800 – pl 136.5 

 
• Digital node 144.910, digipeater name “SARA”. 
• 145.110 – pl 136.5 is a low-level repeater located in Modesto, CA. 

All SARA nets meet on the 145.390 – pl 136.5 repeater except where noted. 
SARA Club net is every Tuesday (except the 3rd Tuesday) at 7:30pm. 
 
The morning traffic and information net meets Monday through Friday from 
7:00am to about 8:00am. 
 
The Geezer net (It is not about age; it is all about attitude) meets Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mornings 9:00am to 9:30am. 
 
The Ladies Chit Chat net has moved to every Thursday at 8:00pm for YL’s.   
 
The Stanislaus County ARES net meets every Wednesday at 7:30pm. 
The Space net meets every Friday at 8:00pm 
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S.A.R.A. meets (temporarily) the third Monday (except July where it will be 
the second Monday) at 7:00pm at 3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA 95357.  
The club website is www.saraclub.net  
 
The Stanislaus County ARES generally meets the First Saturday of the 
month at 10:00am at 3705 Oakdale Road Modesto, CA 95357.  Meetings 
can be changed due to training requirements please check the web site for 
current information. The web site is www.stanares.org . 
 
Turlock Amateur Radio Club (W6BXN) weekly club net meets every Tuesday 
(except the 2nd Tuesday) at 7:00pm on 147.030 + pl 100 or 447.700 + pl 
94.8. 
 
TARC meets the second Tuesday at 7:00pm at the Salvation Army 893 
Lander, Turlock, CA. 
 
Merced ARES has a weekly net on Mondays at 7:00pm on the TARC 
repeaters.  They have a monthly meeting the third Wednesday at 6:00pm 
at The Pizza Factory 3146 G Street #147 Merced, CA 95340. 
 
San Joaquin Valley Section ARES Net every Sunday at 7:00 pm on the TARC 
repeaters. 
 
TARC web site is www.w6bxn.org and Merced ARES is www.mercedares.org  
 

2026 SARA Club Officers and Board Members 
Officers: 
President John Otte, K6JRO                    jrottejr@yahoo.com  
Vice President: Brian Esser, KN6QFF       sixtyeight426@gmail.com  
Secretary Scott Griffin, N6CIC                scottandalene@msn.com  
Treasurer Scott Johnson, KN6RKY           sliefjohnson@gmail.com  
Sergeant at Arms Robin Axton, KG6ZYQ  axtonrbn@hotmail.com  
 
Board Members:  
Richard Aal, W8AAL                                dick_aal@comcast.net 
Cheryl Niles, KK6GJM                             kk6gjm@samobil.net  
Scott Daniels, KN6OOV                           kn6oov@arrl.net 
Mark Price, N6ARP (past-president)         n6arp@arrl.net  
 
Club Trustee: Lucian Thomas, KF6NPG        kf6npg@aol.com 
 
Committees/Workgroups: 
Club Technician: Patrick Dunbar, KG6AZZ             patd@kg6azz.net  
Readout Editor: John Otte, K6JRO                        jrottejr@yahoo.com  
Community Events: Jim (Wally) Walsh, KK6CPN kk6cpn@yahoo.com 
Stanislaus County ARES: 
   Emergency Coordinator: Jim (Wally) Walsh, KK6CPN kk6cpn@yahoo.com 
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     Local Area Frequencies     
Name Frequency Off set Tx Tone Description 

VHF Call 146.520 none none VHF Simplex 
VHF Local 147.540 none none Local VHF Simplex 
SARA Hi 145.390 - (negative) 136.5 SARA VHF Mt. Oso 
SARA Lo 145.110 - (negative) 136.5 SARA VHF Downtown Modesto 

MMC 146.355 + (positive) 156.7 Memorial Hospital Modesto 
TARC 147.030 + (positive) 100.0 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Mt. Bullion 
TARC 147.000 + (positive) 100.0 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Turtle Dome 

Yosemite National Park 
CARS 145.170 - (negative) 100.0 Calaveras Amateur Radio Society Fowler Peak 

Stockton 147.165 + (positive) 107.2 Stockton Delta ARC Sierra Nevada Mountains 
Lodi 147.090 + (positive) 114.8 Lodi Amateur Radio Club 

Manteca 146.985 - (negative) 100.0 Manteca Amateur Radio Club Manteca Water 
Tower 

TCARES 145.290 - (negative) 100.0 Tuolumne County Amateur Radio and 
Electronics Society Moccasin 

     
UHF Call 446.000 No offset No tone UHF simplex 

SARA 440.225 + (positive) 136.5 SARA UHF Mt. Oso 
TARC 444.700 + (positive) 94.8 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Mt. Bullion 
TARC 440.300 + (positive) 94.8 Turlock Amateur Radio Club Kings Canyon 

Sequoia 
CARS 441.0375 + (positive) 151.4 Calaveras Amateur Radio Society Bear Valley 

(Mt. Reba) 
CARS 441.875 + (positive) 100.0 CARS Summit level Arnold linked to 145.170 

Stockton 442.250 + (positive) 107.2 Stockton Delta ARC Sierra Nevada Mountains 
     

SARA 224.140 - (negative) 136.5 SARA 220 Mt. Oso 
TARC 224.960 - (negative) 156.7 Turlock Amateur Radio Club 220 Mt. Bullion 

 
As of January 27, 2023 

CARS vhf frequency corrected, and Lodi added January 27, 2023 
For further information please refer to each radio club’s web site: 
SARA www.saraclub.net TARC www.w6bxn.org CARS www.calaverasars.org   
Stockton www.w6sf.org Manteca www.facebook.com/groups/k6man   
TCARES www.tcares.net  Lodi www.lodiarc.net 
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STANISLAUS AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION (SARA) MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
 

Check One: New Member___  Renewing Member___  Family Membership__ 
 
NAME: ___________________________ CALLSIGN: ___________________ 
ARRL Member:(Yes)  (No)  
 
ADDRESS: ________________________________ CITY:__________________  
 
ZIP:________ PHONE: Home___________________ Cell:_________________ 
 
E-Mail:  ________________________________________________ 
ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS AT SAME ADDRESS: 
 
NAME:___________________________________CALL SIGN: ________ ARRL:  (Yes)  (No) 
 

e-mail__________________________________ 
 
NAME: ___________________________________CALL SIGN: ________ ARRL:  (Yes)  (No) 
 
 e-mail_________________________________ 
 
NAME:  ___________________________________CALL SIGN:_________ARRL: (Yes)  (No)  
 

e-mail________________________________ 
 
NAME:  __________________________________CALL SIGN:_________ARRL:  (Yes)  (No)  
 

e-mail__________________________________ 
 
TOTAL DUES PAID: ______ Date: ___________ 
One-year membership dues are $30.00 (if paid by cash, check, or money order).  Family Dues are $45 
and is the same for all methods of payment.   
 
Note:  Bring membership form to SARA Meeting or Mail to: SARA Club, P.O. Box 4601, Modesto, CA 
95352-4601 
April 3, 2021 

 
 


